
PRESERVICE CAROLS AND HYMNS 
 
 

Organ “Mendelssohn” setting by John Behnke 

Hymn 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRESERVICE CAROLS AND HYMNS 
 
 

Organ “Carol” setting by Jacob Weber 

Hymn 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt. 
Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819–1900 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRESERVICE CAROLS AND HYMNS 
 
 

Organ “Regent Square” setting by Jacob Weber 

Hymn LSB 367 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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SERVICE OF LIGHT 
 
 

When the Vesper Choir has assembled along the outside wall of the Nave, 

all illuminate their candles  

 

Rise at the sound of the bells and face the Processional Candle  

at the back of Nave 
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PHOS HILARON “THE JOYOUS LIGHT” 

 
 
All sing the hymn 
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Thanksgiving for Light 

P Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, King of the universe, who led 
Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 
night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His 
Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, 
glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P O Lord, our God, as Your servants gather for this Candlelight 
Christmas Vespers, let us all prepare our hearts and minds for the 
celebration of Your incarnation. Watch over your servants 
especially sacristans, acolytes, choirs, and ministers, who prepare 
the church for contemplation and praise. Bring your people 
together from all nations, Lord, so we may await your coming, the 
advent of Jesus. Praise to You, O Lord, and may Your Church be 
ever watchful. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit and extinguish your candle 
 
 

Psalmody 
 
 

Let All Nations Praise the LORD 
 PSALM 117  

Sung by the soloist in Taiwanese; then All sing the psalm in English 

 
 
Christian Worship Psalter 117F 

Words: Psalm 117, tr. Hsiang-chi Chang and I-to Loh (b. 1936), alt. © 1990 Christian Conference of Asia, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 

Music (O-LÓ 7.7.7.7.): Hsiang-chi Change and I-to Loh © 1990, 2000 and arr. I-to Loh (b. 1936) © 2011 Christian Conference of Asia, admin. GIA 

Publications, Inc. 

  



7 | P a g e  

Psalmody 
 
 

All Nations Serve Him 
 PSALM 72:1 -1 1  

 

L 1Give the king your justice, O God, 

    and your righteousness to the royal son! 
2May he judge your people with righteousness, 

    and your poor with justice! 
3Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, 

    and the hills, in righteousness! 
4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

    give deliverance to the children of the needy, 

    and crush the oppressor! 

C 11May all kings fall down before him, 

    all nations serve him! 

L 5May they fear you while the sun endures, 

    and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 
6May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

    like showers that water the earth! 
7In his days may the righteous flourish, 

    and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 

C 11May all kings fall down before him, 

    all nations serve him! 

L 8May he have dominion from sea to sea, 

    and from the River to the ends of the earth! 
9May desert tribes bow down before him 

    and his enemies lick the dust! 
10May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands 

    render him tribute; 

    may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts! 

C 11May all kings fall down before him, 

    all nations serve him! 
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Office Hymn 
 
 
Stand at the conclusion of the introduction to the hymn 

All sing the hymn as marked 

 
All 1 Savior of the nations, come, 

Show yourself the virgin’s son. 
Marvel, heaven, wonder, earth, 
That our God chose such a birth. 

 
Kinderchor 2 No man’s pow’r of mind or blood 

But the spirit of our God 
Made the Word of God be flesh, 
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 
Women 3 Here a maid was found with child, 

Virgin pure and undefiled. 
In her virtues it was known 
God had made her heart His throne. 

 
Men 4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

From His pure and kingly hall; 
God of God, becoming man, 
His heroic course began. 

 

All 5 God the Father was His source, 
Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
Chr 6 Father’s equal, you will win 

Vict’ries for us over sin. 
Might eternal, make us whole; 
Heal our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
Chr 7 From the manger newborn light 

Sends a glory through the night. 
Night cannot this light subdue, 
Faith keeps springing ever new. 

 
All 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

 
 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
 

Setting by David M Cherwien © 2001 Concordia Publishing House  
Commissioned by David and Jan Werth for Kaitlin Werth 

 
Sit 
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Reading 
 
 

Let All the Nations be Gathered Together 
 ISAIAH 60:1 -5  

 

1Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 

and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 

and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3And nations shall come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 

they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from afar, 

and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; 

your heart shall thrill and exult, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 

L The Word of the LORD.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
The Vesper Choir sings 

Let all the nations be gathered together, 

   and let the peoples be assembled! 

Come near, ye nations, to hear; 

Assemble your selves and come, 

   and hearken, ye people! 
 
“Vision of Peace” IV (excerpt) | Jean Berger 
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Hymn 
 
 
Stand at the conclusion of the introduction to the hymn 

All sing the hymn as marked 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Setting: Chad Fothergill © MorningStar Music Publishers 2020 

 
Sit 

  

All 
Choir 

All 
All 
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Reading 
 
 

Jesus Brings Righteousness to the Nations 
 Isaiah 42:1 -7  

1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

 my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my Spirit upon him; 

 he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 

 or make it heard in the street; 
3a bruised reed he will not break, 

 and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 

 he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be discouraged 

 till he has established justice in the earth; 

 and the coastlands wait for his law. 
5Thus says God, the LORD, 

 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people on it 

 and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; 

 I will take you by the hand and keep you; 

I will give you as a covenant for the people, 

 a light for the nations, 

 7to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

 from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

 

L The Word of the LORD.  

C Thanks be to God. 
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Message 
 
 
Message the Rev. Michael Dobler 

In Isaiah 42 we hear: “Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in 

whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth 

justice to the nations.” Now what is said of the servant certainly fits Jesus 

best, as we saw at his baptism. How true this would be of Christ: “He will 

not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; 

and the coastlands wait for his law.” Christ brings righteousness to all the 

world. He is the Word of God made flesh. The Lord says to his servant: “I 

will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, to open 

the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from 

the prison those who sit in darkness.” And that is exactly and literally what 

Jesus did in his ministry. 

 
Excerpted from “You Are My Servant, Israel” (Sermon on Isaiah 49:1-7, by Pr. Charles Henrickson). POSTED ON JANUARY 21, 2017 to 

steadfastlutherans.org. The Rev. Charles Henrickson currently serves at St Matthew Lutheran Church in Bonne Terre, Missouri. He is a 1990 graduate 

(M.Div.) of Concordia Seminary-St. Louis, where he also received an S.T.M. in Exegetical Theology (Old Testament concentration) and is “All But 

Dissertation” on a Ph.D. in Biblical Studies (New Testament concentration).  
 

 

Litany 

L From the most unlikely place, 

   a crude wooden manger in the small town of Bethlehem, 

   comes the Light that shines in the darkness, 

C a Light which no darkness can ever overcome. 

 

L There is no time or place this Light cannot reach. 

C He gives us His Life, and that Life is the Light for all the nations. 

 

L We live in the Light of Christ 

   and we look forward to the Day when, 

   around the throne of God, 

   Christ will be the Light and darkness will be no more. 

C Then we will sing praises to God forever and ever. 
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Songs of Christmas 
 

 

Jesus Comes to Save Us 
 

The Vesper Choirs sing 
 

He came down that we may have life; 

Hallelujah forevermore. 
 

The Republic of Cameroon, west-central Africa | arr. Marty Haugen 

 

 

Pengyou, ting zhe hao xin xi: 

Yesu jiangshi wei jiu ni, 

Benlai ta shi tian shang shen. 

Te lai wei jiu shi shang ren. 

Ting, ting zhe hao xin xi: 

Yesu Jidu, Jesu Jidu 

Jiangshi wei jiu  

wo, jiu ni! 

Listen Friend! Good news:  

Jesus came to earth for you,  

came from heav’n where he was Lord,  

came to save, to save us all;  

Listen, friend, Good news,  

hear this great good news,  

Jesus Christ came to earth for you,  

for me for you. 
 

Traditional Chinese Melody | arr. Carolyn Jennings 

 

 

O Yule, full of gladness and cheer and delight,  

We welcome you now with our singing. 

Our hearts open wide to the brilliance of light  

From heaven to earth you are bringing.  

We merrily clap and sing, a happy welcome bring.  

So glad are we, so glad are we,  

For joy and love are born now at Christmas! 

Clap and sing, welcome bring! 

 

With shepherds and wisemen your star we behold,  

Its brightness o’er Bethlehem beaming, 

And we too would follow, as prophets foretold,  

Where light everlasting is streaming.  

We merrily clap and sing, a happy welcome bring,  

For love is born now at Christmas. 

Happy Yule! Clap and sing, welcome bring! 
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Songs of Christmas 
 

 

Now join hand in hand, and together we’ll welcome the Yule,  

And pledge love and faith to each other, 

For we all are bound by the love that we share,  

Rejoice, O sister and brother! 

We merrily clap and sing, a happy welcome bring,  

So glad are we, so very glad are we,  

For joy and love are born now at Christmas! 
 

Norwegian Carol | arr. Carolyn Jennings 

 

Stand at the conclusion of the introduction to the hymn 

All sing the hymn 
 

 

 

 

 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sit 
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Reading 
 
 

But We Have Failed to Hear and See 
 Isaiah 42:18 -20  

18Hear, you deaf, 

 and look, you blind, that you may see! 
19Who is blind but my servant, 

 or deaf as my messenger whom I send? 

Who is blind as my dedicated one, 

 or blind as the servant of the LORD? 
20He sees many things, but does not observe them; 

 his ears are open, but he does not hear. 

 

L The Word of the LORD.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Message the Rev. Michael Dobler 

So in the first part of Isaiah 42, the servant of the Lord receives God’s 

highest approval and praise, as Jesus did at his baptism. But later in this 

same chapter, the servant receives a rebuke from the Lord: “Hear, you deaf, 

and look, you blind, that you may see! Who is blind but my servant, or deaf 

as my messenger whom I send? Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind 

as the servant of the Lord? He sees many things, but does not observe them; 

his ears are open, but he does not hear.” Now that fits Israel as a whole. 

They were a nation that did not listen. God spoke to them through his 

prophets, yet they did not hear or heed the word of the Lord. 

 

And how that fits us! Like Israel, we have been benefitted in every way. The 

Lord has called us. The Lord has blessed us. The Lord has equipped us to be 

his servant in the world. But how often have we shrugged that off. How 

often have we lost our way. How often we have forgotten our baptismal 

identity and lived like the people of the world. This is not good. Like Israel, 

we too have been a deaf and blind servant. 
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But not so Jesus. Where Israel failed, Jesus was faithful. Where we have 

strayed, Jesus stayed the course. And that course would take him to the 

cross, where he would identify with us and take our sins upon himself, 

suffering God’s judgment in our place, so that we would not have to. His 

righteousness gets credited to our account. Our sins get covered by his 

blood. . . . Yes, there is hope and restoration for you, my friends! God has 

not forgotten you. You are precious in his sight. Jesus shed his blood for 

you, that’s how precious you are. God is calling you back today. God is 

calling us back today, to see our identity and our calling as the servant of 

the Lord, the church, the body of Christ in the world. 

 
Excerpted and adapted from “You Are My Servant, Israel” (Sermon on Isaiah 49:1-7, by Pr. Charles Henrickson). POSTED ON JANUARY 21, 2017 to 

steadfastlutherans.org. The Rev. Charles Henrickson currently serves at St Matthew Lutheran Church in Bonne Terre, Missouri. He is a 1990 graduate 

(M.Div.) of Concordia Seminary-St. Louis, where he also received an S.T.M. in Exegetical Theology (Old Testament concentration) and is “All But 

Dissertation” on a Ph.D. in Biblical Studies (New Testament concentration).  
 

 

Litany Psalm 71:1a, 2a, 13a, 14, 15a, 17-18 

L 1In you, O Lord, do I take refuge . . . 
2In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me . . . 

C 22Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, 

 even as we hope in you. Psalm 33:22 

 

L 13May my accusers be put to shame and consumed . . . 
14But I will hope continually 

 and will praise you yet more and more. 

C 22Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, 

 even as we hope in you. Psalm 33:22 

 

L 15My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, 

 of your deeds of salvation all the day . . . 

C 22Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, 

 even as we hope in you. Psalm 33:22 

 

L 17O God, from my youth you have taught me, 

 and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. 
18So even to old age and gray hairs, 

 O God, do not forsake me, 

until I proclaim your might to another generation, 

 your power to all those to come. 

C 22Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, 

 even as we hope in you. Psalm 33:22 
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Songs of Christmas 
 

 

Jesus, Our Hope, is Born in Bethlehem 
 

The Vesper Choirs sing 
 

In Bethlehem, the city of David,  

A child was bom and laid in a manger. 

His Virgin Mother, knelt in adoration,  

Before the Lord and Master of creation. 
 

The Holy stillness of the night was broken,  

By angel voices heard throughout the heavens.  

In songs of praise they told the wonderful story, 

Of God’s great goodness and of His glory. 
 

Let us renew the marvels of His glory, 

Of Christ the Lord, His being born of Mary. 

His peace and love, His Word and deeds of salvation, 

Reign in each heart and live in each nation. 
 

Ukranian Carol | Во Вифлеємі | arr. J. Marczukr 

 

 

Shepherds run along and bring your pipes to play! 

On your way to Bethlehem without delay! 

Haste ye to the manger lowly; come and see the Holy Child, Jesus Mild. 
 

There upon the hills surrounding Bethlehem 

 came an angel messenger with news for them: 

“Glory to God in heaven, to us a Son is given: 

Heavenly birth, peace on earth!” 
 

Shepherds run along and bring your pipes to play! 

On your way to Bethlehem without delay! 

Haste ye to the manger lowly; come and see the Holy Child, Jesus Mild. 
 

Polish Carol | Przybieżeli do Betlejem pasterze | arr. Stephen Mager 

 

 

 
 



18 | P a g e  

Esta noche nace un Niño 
   entre la escarcha y el hielo. 
Quien pudiera, Niño mio, 
   vestirte de terciopelo. 
Alelgri, alegri, alegria, 
   Alegri, alegri, que placer! 
Esta noche nace un Niño 
   En el portal de Belén. 

 

La Virgen está lavando 
   con un poco de jabón. 
Se le picaron las manos, 
   manos de mi corazón. 
Alelgri, alegri, alegria, 
   Alegri, alegri, que placer! 
Esta noche nace un Niño 

         en el portal de Belén. 

In the darkness of cold winter 
   lies a mother with her baby. 
Robes of velvet I would bring Him, 
   songs of welcome I would sing him. 
Allelu, allelu, alleluia, 
   alleluia, be joyful tonight! 
Christ our Savior, born in Beth-lem, 
   bringing gladness and delight. 
 

The sweet Virgin holds her baby, 
   rocks him gently in her arms: 
Hands so loving to varess him; 
   hands so humble fit to bless him. 
Allelu, allelu, alleluia, 
   alleluia, be joyful tonight! 
Christ our Savior, born in Beth-lem, 
   bringing gladness and delight. 

 

Spanish Carol | arr. John Rutter 
 

 
 
Stand  

All sing the hymn 
 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him 
Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 
ref O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
    Christ the Lord! 

 
2 God of God, 

Light of Light, 
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
Very God, Begotten,  
   not created: Refrain 

 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 
In the highest: Refrain 

 
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 
 
 
 
 

Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt.; John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sit  
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Reading 
 
 

That We Shine the Light of Jesus for the Nations 
 Isaiah 49:6-7  

6he says: 

“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

 to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

 and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 

I will make you as a light for the nations, 

 that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
7Thus says the LORD, 

 the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, 

 the servant of rulers: 

“Kings shall see and arise; 

 princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 

because of the LORD, who is faithful, 

 the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

 

L The Word of the LORD.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Message the Rev. Michael Dobler 

 
He says: “I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may 

reach to the end of the earth.” And so the gospel of Christ has gone out into 

all the world. Our ancestors were among those dwelling in darkness to 

whom the light came. And we are the beneficiaries of that outreach. 
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Message 
 

 

Now the light of Christ will shine through the church. That’s us. To be a 

light only for those already gathered is too light a thing. Certainly, we 

should recall those who have wandered from the faith and from the church, 

and the Lord will use us to do that. But we also will shine and share the 

light of Christ with those who do not yet know him. . . Through missions in 

other lands, through our congregations’ ministry here in Western New 

York, and through our own personal witness to friends, relatives, associates, 

and neighbors, we shine the light of Christ in places and pockets of 

darkness. This is what people need, and this is what we have to share. There 

is enough light to go around–for us, for people we know, and for all the 

people around the world. 

 

Will we get discouraged in our witness? No doubt. In the words of the 

Servant: “But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for 

nothing and vanity.” I feel like that at times. Maybe you do, too. You share 

the word of God with people, you invite them to church, but they don’t 

respond. So we get discouraged. But like the Servant we can say: “Yet surely 

my right is with the LORD, and my recompense with my God.” Friends, 

God will pick us up and refresh us and strengthen us to get going again. 

Never give up. God will help you. 

 

Our hope is in Christ. Our help is in Christ. Any power in our message is 

because of him. His word does the work. Jesus is the Servant of the Lord, 

who came to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many. Christ was 

rejected, but he was vindicated in the end. From Isaiah: “Thus says the 

LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, 

abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: ‘Kings shall see and arise; 

princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; because of the LORD, who is 

faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.’” That Christ himself 

was vindicated and victorious gives us encouragement. 

 

“You are my servant, Israel.” It was Israel. It is Jesus. And in Christ, it is the 

church also. Take heart, my friends. The light is shining in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not–and will not–overcome it. 

 
Excerpted and adapted from “You Are My Servant, Israel” (Sermon on Isaiah 49:1-7, by Pr. Charles Henrickson). POSTED ON JANUARY 21, 2017 to 

steadfastlutherans.org. The Rev. Charles Henrickson currently serves at St Matthew Lutheran Church in Bonne Terre, Missouri. He is a 1990 graduate 

(M.Div.) of Concordia Seminary-St. Louis, where he also received an S.T.M. in Exegetical Theology (Old Testament concentration) and is “All But 

Dissertation” on a Ph.D. in Biblical Studies (New Testament concentration).  
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Litany 
 

 

Litany 

L All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Alleluia! 

C Shout to the Lord, all the earth. Alleluia! 

 

L With joy let us pray to our Savior,  

    the Son of God who became one of us, saying: 

C The grace of God be with us all. 

 

L O Christ, let the light of your gospel shine in every place 

    where the Word of life is not yet received. 

Draw the whole creation to yourself 

that your salvation may be known through all the earth. 

C The grace of God be with us all. 

 

L O Christ, Savior and Lord, 

    extend your church to every place. 

Make it a place of welcome for people of every race and tongue. 

C The grace of God be with us all. Amen. 

 
Book of Common Worship (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1993) 
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Quempas Carol 
 
 
The “Quempas" Carol, is the shortened title of the Latin Christmas carol 

"Quem pastores laudavere. Much symbolism is involved in the Quempas 

Carol. The light of the candles reminds us of the Light of the world, Christ 

our Savior. Carrying the light to the four corners of the church can remind 

us of our privilege and responsibility to carry God's redeeming message to 

the "four corners of the earth." 

 

Hearing the message being sung from all around the church reminds us 

that God's love--and Good News-- is all around us. The passing of the song 

from congregation to choirs can remind us of the support we give one 

another in the body of Christ as we go about the task of being His 

messengers. The emphatic refrain, sung by all, reminds us of the oneness 

we have in Christ. 

 

The Vesper Choirs sing 

He whom shepherds once came praising, 

   awed by heav’nly light ablazing, 

   cheered by angel news amazing: 

“King of glory, Christ is born!” 

 

The glorious angel came today, 

   aglow with light into the night of darkness deep, 

   to shepherds who by moon’s bright ray 

   did in the field o’er sheep their silent vigil keep, 

“Joy, great joy and tidings we bring from heav’n resounding, 

   for you, for you and all the world abounding.” 

 

Refrain 
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Quempas Carol 
 
 

The Vesper Choirs sing 

Sing with Mary, virgin mother; 

Praise her Son, our newborn brother; 

Angel ranks, lead one another, 

   hailing him in holy joy! 
 

Then sang the angels this refrain: 

“To God on high alone give praise and glory, 

   and peace on earth again shall reign. 

Let all on earth with gladness heed this story 

   and rejoice in his goodwill.” The Savior came in meekness 

   for you, for you to bear your flesh in weakness.  

 

Refrain 

 
 

The Vesper Choirs sing 

To our king, God ever reigning, 

   yet of Mary manhood gaining, 

   heav’nly gifts for us obtaining, 

   raise your hymns of homage high! 
 

The wond’ring shepherds said:  

“Behold! Let us now go with all good speed to Bethlehem 

   to see this thing the Lord has told; 

The sheep are safe, he will indeed take care of them.” 

There they found the wonder child, in lowly swaddling clothes lying, 

   yet all the world with his free grace supplying.  
 

Refrain 
 
Text copyright © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used with permission. 
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PRAYER 
 
 

Music during the Offering 

Vom Himmel hoch (BWV 700) | Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer  

L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 
 

L O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of 
the true Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light 
on earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Additional Collects 
 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot 
give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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CANDLELIGHT HYMN 
 

 
All illuminate their candles  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Public Domain 

Setting: Michael Burkhardt 

 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
All extinguish their candles 
 
Sit for the Postlude 
 

Postlude 

In dulci jubilo (BWV 729) | Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

 

 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by crossway bibles, a division of 

good news publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

All 
Choir 
Choir 

All 
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