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GATHERING SONG 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 
 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Charles Whited, Jr., Lead Pastor 
 

(Stand) 

OPENING SONGS 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
Verse 1 

O come O come Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear 
 

Chorus  

Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee O Israel 
 

Verse 2 

O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And death's dark shadows put to flight 
 

Bridge 

Emmanuel, God is here with us! 
 

By John Mason Neale | Thomas Helmore © Words: Public Domain Music: 

Public Domain For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights 

reserved. CCLI License # 334744 

O Come All Ye Faithful 
Verse 1 

O come all ye faithful 

Joyful and triumphant 

O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem 

Come and behold Him 

Born the King of angels 
 

Chorus  

O come let us adore Him 

O come let us adore Him 

O come let us adore Him 

Christ the Lord 

Verse 2 

Sing choirs of angels 

Sing in exultation 

O sing all ye bright 

Hosts of heav'n above 

Glory to God all 

Glory in the highest 
 

Verse 3 

Yea Lord we greet Thee 

Born this happy morning 

Jesus to Thee be all glory giv'n 

Word of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing 
 

By C. Frederick Oakeley | John Francis Wade © 

Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain For use 

solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights 

reserved. CCLI License # 334744 

  

 

We are now in Advent, a preparatory time of 

waiting and watching, a season of hope. It is a time 

to remember the hope fulfilled when Christ came 

to us in the flesh, which we celebrate at Christmas. 

As Christians today, we also look forward to the 

day when Christ will return. Blue, like the blue sky 

to which He ascended long ago, represents our 

hope. For this reason, you will see blue paraments 

on the altar, pulpit, and lectern during this season. 
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INVOCATION 
Leader We gather with expectant hope for worship in the name of the 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People Amen.  
 

Leader Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 

People Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. Psalm 50:2-3a 
 

Leader Prepare the way of the Lord. 

People Make His paths straight. Isaiah 40:3 
 

Leader Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down 

righteousness. 

People Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. Isaiah 45:8  
 

CONFESSION  
Leader During the season of Advent, we patiently wait for Jesus to return even as we look forward to celebrating 

His birth on Christmas day. We wait for our salvation in spite of our sinful condition, for we know that God 

is faithful and just to forgive our sins. As we prepare for Christ’s return, we pause to silently confess our 

sins. (silence for personal confession) 
 

Leader Confident in God’s grace, we publicly confess our sins and ask for His forgiveness. Holy and gracious God, 

People I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and words 

and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I 

ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may wait for Your return in peace. 
 

ABSOLUTION 
Leader By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven.  

People Amen. 
 

ADVENT PRAYER 
Leader Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we 

may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 

deliverance;  

People for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

  

 

Often our services include portions 

where we recite scripture back to 

one another, usually between an 

upfront leader and the people. This 

helps us connect different parts of 

scripture together to see how they 

relate. It also fulfills Paul's command 

to Timothy that he devote himself 

"to the public reading of Scripture." 

It is good to speak these life giving 

words to one another. These texts 

are an Advent-focused variant from 

the Service of Prayer and Preaching 

in our hymnal. 

 

The text for this 

prayer comes from 

the historic church. It 

is a series of prayers 

used in worship 

during the four 

Sundays of Advent. 

The prayers focus on 

the coming Christ, 

inviting Him to free 

us from our sins and 

deliver us from 

captivity. 
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(Sit) 

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH HIS WORD  
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Isaiah 9:2-7 

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shined. You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before 

you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and 

the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For every 

boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for 

the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and 

his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 

increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 

kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 

forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Reader O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Romans 15:1-6 

 We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let each 

of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The 

reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me.” For whatever was written in former days was written for 

our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord 

with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reader O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24 

 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with 

child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling 

to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these 

things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, 

son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in 

her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for 

he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 

spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 

shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from 

sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew 

her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

Reader O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
 

MESSAGE Hope Is at the Heart of Christmas Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Lead Pastor 
 

  

 

During some 

seasons of the 

Church year we 

change our normal 

responses to the 

readings to give the 

season a distinct 

feel. This is our 

Advent response to 

the Gospel—watch 

for it to change at 

Christmas! 
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(Stand) 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
People I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

(Sit) 

OFFERING Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 

O Holy Night 
Verse 1 

O holy night the stars are brightly shining 

It is the night of the dear Savior's birth 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining 

Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 
 

Chorus 1 

Fall on your knees 

O hear the angel voices 

O night divine 

O night when Christ was born 

O night O holy night 

O night divine 
 

Verse 2 

Truly He taught us to love one another 

His law is love and His gospel is peace 

Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother 

And in His name all oppression shall cease 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we 

Let all within us praise His holy name 
 

Chorus 2 

Christ is the Lord 

O praise His name forever 

His power and glory 

Evermore proclaim 

His power and glory 

Evermore proclaim 
 

By Adolphe Charles Adam, John Sullivan Dwight, Placide Cappeau, © Words: 

Public Domain, Music: Public Domain, For use solely with the SongSelect 

Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744 

 

 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

(Stand) 

LORD’S PRAYER 
People Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on Earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

  

 

The text of this hymn was a poem written by Adolphe 

Charles Adam in 1843 for the dedication of the organ at the 

church in Roquemaure in Southern France. It was often 

sung at the midnight mass on Christmas Eve. 
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CLOSING SONG King of Kings 
Verse 1 

In the darkness we were waiting 

Without hope without light 

Till from Heaven You came running 

There was mercy in Your eyes 
 

To fulfil the law and prophets 

To a virgin came the Word 

From a throne of endless glory 

To a cradle in the dirt 
 

Chorus 

Praise the Father 

Praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit three in one 

God of Glory 

Majesty 

Praise forever to the King of Kings 
 

Verse 2 

To reveal the kingdom coming 

And to reconcile the lost 

To redeem the whole creation 

You did not despise the cross 
 

For even in Your suffering 

You saw to the other side 

Knowing this was our salvation 

Jesus for our sake You died 

Verse 3 

And the morning that You rose 

All of heaven held its breath 

Till that stone was moved for good 

For the Lamb had conquered death 
 

And the dead rose from their tombs 

And the angels stood in awe 

For the souls of all who'd come 

To the Father are restored 
 

Verse 4 

And the Church of Christ was born 

Then the Spirit lit the flame 

Now this Gospel truth of old 

Shall not kneel shall not faint 
 

By His blood and in His Name 

In His freedom I am free 

For the love of Jesus Christ 

Who has resurrected me 
 

CCLI Song # 7127647 Brooke Ligertwood | Jason Ingram | Scott Ligertwood © 

2019 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Fellow Ships Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) So Essential 

Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) For use solely with the 

SongSelect® All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744 

BLESSING 
 

SILENT PRAYER AND POSTLUDE 
 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. Lutheran Service Builder 

HymnLicense.net # 10004192. 
 

Altar Flowers presented to the Glory of God in thanksgiving for all of God's blessings in our lives by Charlie and 

Sheri Ellis. 
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ADVENT SERVICES 

Weekend services from November 26 - December 18 

The word “advent” is from the Latin word for “coming.” During this season, we will look at the story of 

Jesus coming into the flesh. We use this time to prepare our hearts and minds to understand and 

celebrate the miracle of Christmas. This year’s sermon series will focus on “The Heart of Christmas”. 

 

VESPERS 

Sunday, December 11 at 4 p.m. 

Join us as we celebrate the incarnation of Jesus Christ with the Western New York community. For each of 

the Vesper’s past 65 years, there has been a hymn, anthem, or scripture that has inspired the theme and 

music selections for the service. Our 66th service, “Light for the Nations”, is inspired by the following 

hymn: Savior of the nations, come; virgin’s Son, make here your home. Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 

that the Lord chose such a birth. It will be an evening of worship and beautiful music, courtesy of the 

Vespers choir. 

 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Saturday, December 17 at 5:30 p.m. and on Sunday, December 18 at 11:15 a.m. 

This is a very music-focused service. also including scripture to provide biblical context. It gives you a 

great opportunity to sing the festive hymns and songs you’ve waited for all year. Saturday’s service will 

feature traditional hymns. New this year, our Sunday service will include both traditional and 

contemporary songs! 

 

CHILDREN'S PAGEANT 

Sunday, December 18 at 8:45 a.m. 

Experience the story of Christmas as presented by the children of First Trinity! There will be a free 

breakfast following at 10 a.m. All are welcome, so invite your friends and family. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE (TRADITIONAL) 

Saturday, December 24  

11 a.m. (Traditional) 

5 p.m. (Contemporary) 

7 p.m. (Traditional) 

This beloved service includes candlelight, the proclamation of the Christmas story, and classic Christmas 

music. We remember the excitement for the long-awaited Messiah’s arrival and the people who were 

there to celebrate it. We thank God for sending His Son to join us here on earth and that He is still with us 

here today. 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Sunday, December 25 at 10 a.m. 

Begin your Christmas morning with worship! We’ll share communion as God’s people and celebrate His 

birth among us. 

 

 


