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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2021 10 A.M. 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
If you are a guest with us today, we are so glad you are here! We invite you to fill out a yellow card from the pew 

rack and put it in the offering plate during worship. You will find all of the words in the worship service projected at 

the front of the church or in this bulletin. 
 

If you have something you would like us to pray about this week, you can write it on the back of the yellow card. 

Our staff and prayer team will pray for the requests during the week. If you so choose, we will post your request 

online at our prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We believe God’s Word is the sole authority for this life. We are imperfect 

people loving imperfect people. Our prayer for you today is that you would connect to God and grow closer and 

closer to Him each day. 
 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 
AD VENT  |  C HR IS TMAS  |  EP IP HANY  |  LEN T  |  E AS TER  |  PENTEC OST  |  T IM E O F  THE  CHURCH   

 

We’re still in the Time of the Church for a bit longer, which typically means green paraments at the front of the 

church. Because we’re celebrating a festival, however, you’ll see white up, instead! We use white throughout the 

year to symbolize purity, completeness, or joy. Recently we saw it for All Saints Day, when we remembered the 

victory Jesus gave us over death, and for Christ the King Sunday, when we acknowledged His complete rule over all 

creation. Today we use our festival paraments to celebrate the blessings God has given us! 
 

To help you understand the different parts of worship today, we’ve provided several side notes throughout the 

service folder. Read the notes to discover some of the meaning behind the words and parts of the service. You will 

find a deeper appreciation for the rich symbolism and spiritual meaning behind Lutheran worship. 
 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty God our Father, Your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the work of Your Spirit lead us to 

acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

(Stand) 

INVOCATION 
Leader We worship this Thanksgiving Day in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 

Leader It is good to give thanks to the LORD,  

People To sing praises to Your name, O Most High, Psalm 92:1 
 

Leader To declare Your steadfast love in the morning,  

People And Your faithfulness by night, Psalm 92:2 
 

Leader To the music of the lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre.  

People For You, O LORD, have made me glad by Your work; at the works of Your 

hands I sing for joy. Psalm 92:3-4  
 

OPENING HYMN Songs of Thankfulness and Praise   Hymnal 394 
Verse 1 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise, 

    Manifested by the star 

    To the sages from afar, 

Branch of royal David’s stem 

In Thy birth at Bethlehem: 

    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 

    God in man made manifest. 

 

Verse 2 

Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 

Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 

    And at Cana wedding guest 

    In Thy Godhead manifest; 

Manifest in pow’r divine, 

Changing water into wine; 

    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 

    God in man made manifest. 

 

Verse 3 

Manifest in making whole 

Palsied limbs and fainting soul; 

    Manifest in valiant fight, 

    Quelling all the devil’s might; 

Manifest in gracious will, 

Ever bringing good from ill; 

    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 

    God in man made manifest. 

Verse 4 

Sun and moon shall darkened be, 

Stars shall fall, the heav’ns shall flee; 

    Christ will then like lightning shine, 

    All will see His glorious sign; 

All will then the trumpet hear, 

All will see the Judge appear; 

    Thou by all wilt be confessed, 

    God in man made manifest. 
 

Verse 5 

Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, 

Present in Thy holy Word— 

    Grace to imitate Thee now 

    And be pure, as pure art Thou; 

That we might become like Thee 

At Thy great epiphany 

    And may praise Thee, ever blest, 

    God in man made manifest. 
 

Text: Public domain 

This hymn is written 

by Christopher 

Wordsworth, a pastor 

and nephew of the 

Romantic poet 

William Wordsworth. 

The hymn retells the 

main Gospel stories 

of the Epiphany 

season (following 

Christmas), but 

through the lens of 

thankfulness. The 

version appearing in 

Lutheran Worship 

(our previous hymnal) 

used an altered 

refrain: "God in flesh 

made manifest". 

However, the original 

"God in man made 

manifest" was 

restored with the 

current hymnal to 

better capture the 

poetic resonance of 

"man" with 

"manifest".  
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CONFESSION 

Leader In Romans chapter 7, Paul talks about the messy nature of sin and its impact on our 

lives. Even when we don't want to sin, or try to avoid it, we often find ourselves in a 

place of needing God's grace and mercy.  
 

Leader Who will rescue us from this body of death? Romans 7:24 

People Lord, at times I do not understand what I do. What I want to do, I do not do. 

Instead, I do the very things I hate. Romans 7:15 
 

Pause for reflection. 
 

Leader Who will rescue us from this body of death? Romans 7:24 

People I know that nothing good lives inside me. I have the desire to do what is good, 

but I cannot carry it out. Romans 7:18 
 

Pause for reflection. 
 

Leader Who will rescue us from this body of death? Romans 7:24 

People I find this to be true in my life: When I want to do good, evil is right there with 

me. In my inner being I delight in God's law, but I see another law at work within 

me as well, one that makes me a prisoner of sin. Romans 7:21-23 
 

Pause for reflection. 
 

Leader O Lord, 

People Who will rescue us from this body of death?  Romans 7:24 
 

Silence for personal confession. 
 

ABSOLUTION 
Leader Thanks be to God! 

Women Thanks be to God! 

Men Thanks be to God! 

People (loudly)  Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!  Romans 7:25 

 

Leader Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Romans 8:1 

All our sin is forgiven in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God! 

People Amen! 
 

  

During this part of 

the service we 

acknowledge or 

sinfulness before God 

and others, asking 

God to forgive our 

sins and restore us to 

a right relationship 

with Him. Today's 

confession is based 

around Paul's cry for 

help in Romans 7:24, 

"Who will rescue me 

from this body of 

death? 
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HYMN OF THANKS Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart   Hymnal 806 
Verse 1 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ His Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ His Son. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks, give thanks. 
 

Text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004192 

 

(Sit) 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Deuteronomy 8:1-10 

“The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, 

that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the Lord swore 

to give to your fathers. And you shall remember the whole way that the Lord your 

God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, 

testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his 

commandments or not. And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with 

manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you 

know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that 

comes from the mouth of the Lord. Your clothing did not wear out on you and your 

foot did not swell these forty years. Know then in your heart that, as a man 

disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines you. So you shall keep the 

commandments of the Lord your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. For 

the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of 

fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, a land of wheat and 

barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a 

land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a 

land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. And you shall 

eat and be full, and you shall bless the Lord your God for the good land he has 

given you.” 

Leader O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Philippians 4:6-20 

 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is 

anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and 

received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will 

be with you.  God’s Provision  I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have 

revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no 

opportunity. Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever 

situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to 

abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and 

hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me.  

Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. And you Philippians yourselves know that in 

the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership 

with me in giving and receiving, except you only. Even in Thessalonica you sent me 

help for my needs once and again. Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that 

increases to your credit. I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, 

having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice 

acceptable and pleasing to God. And my God will supply every need of yours 

according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Leader O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

(Stand) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: Luke 17:11-19 

 On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. And as he 

entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, 

saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show 

yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he 

saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at 

Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten 

cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this 

foreigner?” And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 

Leader O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

(Sit) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
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WE GIVE THANKS FOR (AND WITH) OUR CHILDREN 
Leader In the words of our First Trinity Preschool children: for blueberries and grapes and 

presents 

People We give You thanks, O God. 
 

Leader For Dad and Mom and Asher and Scouty, 

People We give You thanks, O God. 
 

Leader For princesses and paint and fire trucks, 

People We give You thanks, O God. 
 

Leader For pretzels and my mommy and amusement parks, 

People We give You thanks, O God. 
 

Leader For the spider game and trains and smiling, 

People We give You thanks, O God. 
 

Leader For laughter and Adam and popcorn, 

People We give You thanks, O God. 
 

Leader For pets and my happy heart and for You, 

People We give You thanks, O God. Amen. 
 

MESSAGE HYMN Now Thank We All Our God Hymnal 895 

Verse 1 

Now thank we all our God 

    With hearts and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, 

    In whom His world rejoices; 

Who from our mothers’ arms 

    Has blest us on our way 

With countless gifts of love 

    And still is ours today. 
 

Verse 2 

Oh, may this bounteous God 

    Through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts 

    And blessèd peace to cheer us 

And keep us in His grace 

    And guide us when perplexed 

And free us from all ills 

    In this world and the next! 

Verse 3 

All praise and thanks to God 

    The Father now be given, 

The Son, and Him who reigns 

    With them in highest heaven, 

The one eternal God, 

    Whom earth and heav’n adore; 

For thus it was, is now, 

    And shall be evermore. 
 

Text: Public domain

MESSAGE Bless the Lord Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 

 

  

This classic hymn of 

joyful thanksgiving 

was used so often on 

occasions of national 

rejoicing in Germany, 

it became known as 

its national Te Deum. 

Surprisingly, it was 

written in the midst 

of the Thirty Years 

War in a city hit hard 

by plague, a refugee 

crisis, and three 

invasions. In addition 

to writing this hymn, 

Rev. Martin Rinkart 

interceded with the 

Swedish army to 

substantially lower a 

devastating tribute. 

Each year, part of our 

thanksgiving worship 

includes a prayer 

litany composed of 

things our preschool 

kids are thankful for. 

A "litany" is a 

structured prayer 

consisting of a series 

of requests and 

responses. 
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(Stand) 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 
Leader What is the third article of the Apostles’ Creed? 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Leader What does this mean? 

People I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my 

Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, 

enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the 

same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church 

on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian 

Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the 

Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all 

believers in Christ.  
 

Leader This is most certainly true. 
 

OFFERING INVITATION 
 

(Sit) 

OFFERING ANTHEM Sung by our Kantorei  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor will conclude each prayer with “Lord, in Your mercy,” and the people will respond,  

“hear our prayer”. 
 

(Stand) 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

  

When normally use 

the Apostles' or 

Nicene Creeds to 

confess our faith in 

the Triune God 

during worship. On 

Thanksgiving day 

each year, we recite 

one Article of the 

Apostles' Creed, 

followed by Martin 

Luther's explanation 

from the small 

catechism as we 

answer the question, 

"What does this 

mean?" 
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CLOSING HYMN We Praise You, O God  Hymnal 785 

Verse 1 

We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; 

    In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 

We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You; 

    We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing. 
 

Verse 2 

We worship You, God of our fathers, we bless You; 

    Through trial and tempest our guide You have been. 

When perils o’ertake us, You will not forsake us, 

    And with Your help, O Lord, our struggles we win. 
 

Verse 3 

With voices united our praises we offer 

    And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 

With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will guide us. 

    To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise! 
 

Text: Public domain 
 

BLESSING 
 

Julia B. Cory, the 

author of this hymn, 

wrote about the 

origin of the hymn: 

"Years before I was 

married (in 1902), the 

organist of the Brick 

Presbyterian Church 

of New York City, 

knowing of my 

interest in 

hymnology, came to 

me and told me that 

he had a very fine 

Netherlands melody 

associated with the 

most militaristic and 

unchristian words. He 

lamented the fact, 

and requested me to 

write more suitable 

words, which could 

be used for the 

Thanksgiving service 

at the Brick Church. 

The hymn, as you see 

it today, was the 

result." 


