
1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2022 5:30 P.M. 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2022 8:45 A.M.  



2 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
If you are a guest with us today, we are so glad you are here! We invite you to fill out a yellow card from the pew 

rack and put it in the offering plate during worship. You will find all of the words in the worship service projected at 

the front of the church or in this bulletin. 
 

If you have something you would like us to pray about this week, you can write it on the back of the yellow card. 

Our staff and prayer team will pray for the requests during the week. If you so choose, we will post your request 

online at our prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We believe God’s Word is the sole authority for this life. We are imperfect 

people loving imperfect people. Our prayer for you today is that you would connect to God and grow closer and 

closer to Him each day. 
 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 
AD VENT  |  C HR IS TMAS  |  EP IP HANY  |  LEN T  |  E AS TER  |  PENTEC OST  |  T IM E O F  THE  CHURCH   

 

Today we are celebrating the 504th anniversary of the Reformation. At the Festival of the Reformation, we give 

thanks that by God’s grace alone—revealed through His Word alone—we have been rescued through faith alone 

from sin, death, and the devil. While we are still in “The Time of the Church” or “The Season after Pentecost”, we 

mark festivals like Reformation with red paraments. The color red communicates the strength and power we have- 

by the Holy Spirit- to call on the name of Jesus Christ and share that powerful name with others. 
 

To participate in this service, just follow along in this service folder. Lutheran worship is specifically designed to 

include your participation. We are not here to be an audience; we are here to speak and sing the Word of God to 

each other. Parts marked “Leader” are spoken by the pastor or other worship leaders, and parts marked “People” 

are spoken by the congregation. Congregational parts are also printed in bold. It looks like this: 
 

Leader Spoken by a worship leader. 

People Spoken by the congregation. 
 

To help you understand the different parts of worship today, we’ve provided several side notes throughout the 

service folder. Read the notes to discover some of the meaning behind the words and parts of the service. You will 

find a deeper appreciation for the rich symbolism and spiritual meaning behind Lutheran worship. 
 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit upon Your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in Your 

Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the 

Church Your saving peace; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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PRELUDE  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr., Lead Pastor 
 

(Stand) 

OPENING HYMN Built on the Rock LSB Hymnal 645 

Verse 1 

Built on the Rock the Church shall stand 

    Even when steeples are falling. 

Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; 

    Bells still are chiming and calling, 

Calling the young and old to rest, 

But above all the souls distressed, 

    Longing for rest everlasting. 
 

Verse 2 

Surely in temples made with hands 

    God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 

High above earth His temple stands, 

    All earthly temples excelling. 

Yet He who dwells in heav’n above 

Chooses to live with us in love, 

    Making our bodies His temple. 
 

Verse 3 

We are God’s house of living stones, 

    Built for His own habitation. 

He through baptismal grace us owns 

    Heirs of His wondrous salvation. 

Were we but two His name to tell, 

Yet He would deign with us to dwell 

    With all His grace and His favor. 

Verse 4 – Kantorei Only 

Here stands the font before our eyes, 

    Telling how God has received us. 

The_altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice 

    And what His Supper here gives us. 

Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim 

Christ yesterday, today, the same, 

    And evermore, our Redeemer. 
 

Verse 5 

Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 

    That, when the church bells are ringing, 

Many in saving faith may come 

    Where Christ His message is bringing: 

“I know My own; My own know Me. 

You, not the world, My face shall see. 

    My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 
 

Text: Public domain

INVOCATION 
Leader In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 

  

N.F.S Grundtvig often 

used Biblical allusions 

in his hymns. Here he 

references 1 Peter 2:5, 

where believers are 

described as “living 

stones”. 

Copenhagen’s Church 

of Our Lady may also 

have inspired 

Grundtvig’s 

illustration of a fallen 

church building. The 

Napoleonic Wars left 

it in ruins early on in 

his ministry. 
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CONFESSION  
Leader If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 1 John 1:8 

People But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9  

(silence for personal confession) 
 

Leader Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 
Leader In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 

God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power 

to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, 

who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. John 1:12, Philippians 1:6 

People Amen. 
 

KYRIE 
Leader In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People Amen. 
 

  

In the Absolution, we 

receive God's 

forgiveness. Usually, it 

takes a form like "God 

has forgiven your sins 

because of Jesus", 

though the exact 

wording is quite 

varied. The word 

"Absolution" comes 

from the Latin, 

absolvere, which 

means "to loosen, set 

free, or absolve".  

(See 1 John 1:8-9) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE Gloria in Excelsis LSB Hymnal 154 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

COLLECT 
Leader The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Leader Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us 

steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend 

us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People Amen. 
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(Sit) 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their 

fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, 

my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord. But this is 

the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I 

will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his 

brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 

greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no 

more.” 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Romans 15:1-7 

 We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to 

please ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. For 

Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who 

reproached you fell on me.” For whatever was written in former days was written for our 

instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we 

might have hope. May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in 

such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with 

one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one 

another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

(Stand) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: Matthew 5:43-48 

People Glory to You, O Lord.  

Reader “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But 

I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may 

be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the 

good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, 

what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet 

only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do 

the same? You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

Reader This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

People Praise to You, O Christ.  

(Sit) 
 

(8:45) CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
 

  

Paul wrote Romans in 

AD 55 to the 

Christians in Rome. A 

major theme in 

Romans is that God 

declares us righteous 

through faith in 

Christ. 
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MESSAGE HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God LSB Hymnal 656 

Verse 1 

A mighty fortress is our God, 

    A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need 

    That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil foe 

Now means deadly woe; 

    Deep guile and great might 

    Are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 
 

Verse 2 

With might of ours can naught be done, 

    Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the valiant One, 

    Whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this? 

Jesus Christ it is, 

    Of Sabaoth Lord, 

    And there’s none other God; 

He holds the field forever. 

Verse 3 

Though devils all the world should fill, 

    All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill; 

    They shall not overpow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still 

Scowl fierce as he will, 

    He can harm us none. 

    He’s judged; the deed is done; 

One little word can fell him. 
 

Verse 4 

The Word they still shall let remain 

    Nor any thanks have for it; 

He’s by our side upon the plain 

    With His good gifts and Spirit. 

And take they our life, 

Goods, fame, child, and wife, 

    Though these all be gone, 

    Our vict’ry has been won; 

The Kingdom ours remaineth. 
 

Text: Public domain 

 

MESSAGE No Perfect People Allowed Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Lead Pastor 
 

(Stand) 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
People I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

(Sit) 

OFFERING INVITATION Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 
 

OFFERING ANTHEM Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word Sung by the Kantorei 
 

  

The offering is a time 

to worship God with 

our gifts. We believe 

that all we have 

comes from God, and 

He asks us to be 

faithful managers for 

Him. We return but a 

portion of what He 

has already given us. 

This “battle hymn” of 

the Reformation is 

still used annually to 

celebrate Luther’s 

work 504 years ago. 

Luther wrote this 

hymn, which is based 

on Psalm 46, and 

would often sing it 

with his close friend 

Philip Melanchthon, 

another reformer, 

during times of 

sorrow and distress. 
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PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE  
 

(Stand) 

LORD’S PRAYER 
People Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN Praise to You and Adoration LSB Hymnal 692 

Verse 1 

Praise to You and adoration, 

    Blessèd Jesus, Son of God, 

Who, to serve Your own creation, 

    Came to share our flesh and blood. 

Guide me that I never may 

From Your fold or pastures stray, 

    But with zeal and joy exceeding 

    Follow where Your steps are leading. 
 

Verse 2 

Hold me ever in Your keeping; 

    Comfort me in pain and strife. 

In my laughter and my weeping 

    Be with me throughout my life. 

Give me greater love for You, 

And my faith and hope renew 

    In Your birth, Your life, and passion, 

    In Your death and resurrection. 
 

Text: Public domain

 

BLESSING 
 

Unless noted 

otherwise, scripture 

passage came from 

the English Standard 

Version. 

Lutheran Service 

Builder 

HymnLicense.net # 

10004192. 

 

Special thanks to our 

kantorei. 

 

Altar Flowers 

presented to the 

Glory of God in loving 

memory of Alice 

Leidich by her 

daughter, Cindy 

Lackie. 


