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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
If you are a guest with us today, we are so glad you are here! We invite you to fill out a yellow card from the pew 

rack and put it in the offering plate during worship. You will find all of the words in the worship service projected at 

the front of the church or in this bulletin. 
 

If you have something you would like us to pray about this week, you can write it on the back of the yellow card. 

Our staff and prayer team will pray for the requests during the week. If you so choose, we will post your request 

online at our prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We believe God’s Word is the sole authority for this life. We are imperfect 

people loving imperfect people. Our prayer for you today is that you would connect to God and grow closer and 

closer to Him each day. 
 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 
AD VENT  |  C HR IS TMAS  |  EP IP HANY  |  LEN T  |  EASTER  |  PENTE COS T  |  T IME  OF  T HE  CHUR CH   

 

During the 7-week season of Easter, the church has often used a special greeting. One Christian says to another, 

"He is risen!" and the other responds, "He is risen indeed!" and together they say, "Alleluia!" This is known as the 

Paschal Greeting and is loosely based on the Emmaus Road post-resurrection appearance of Jesus in Luke 24:33-34 

where the disciples say, "The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!" 
 

In this season, we remember how Jesus not only died for us, but rose again to defeat death. Because of His 

resurrection, we too have the opportunity to enjoy eternal life and a perfect relationship with God. We celebrate by 

putting out white paraments, which remind us that although our sins were like scarlet, they have now been washed 

as white as snow. Alleluia!  
 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
God, our Creator and Redeemer, Your Son Jesus prayed that His followers might be one. Make all Christians one 

with Him as He is one with You,  so that in peace and concord we may carry to the world the message of Your love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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PRELUDE  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 
 

WELCOME  
 

(Stand) 

OPENING HYMN He’s Risen, He’s Risen LSB Hymnal 480 

Verse 1 

He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; 

He opened death’s prison, the_incarnate, true Word. 

Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song 

And earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong. 
 

Verse 2 

The foe was triumphant when on Calvary 

The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree. 

In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, 

For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 
 

Verse 3 

But short was their triumph; the Savior arose, 

And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes. 

The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high; 

He lives, yes, He lives, and will nevermore die. 
 

Verse 4 

O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more; 

Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door. 

For all our transgressions His blood does atone; 

Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own. 
 

Verse 5 

Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice; 

Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice. 

Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain: 

With Father and Spirit He ever shall reign. 
 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004192 

 

INVOCATION 

Leader We worship this day in the name of our Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 

Leader Christ is risen! 

People He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

  

This hymn depicts the 

battle between the 

force of hell and the 

Jesus, the incarnate 

Word of God. At the 

end of stanza 2, it 

seems as though 

Satan has won, but 

"short was his 

triumph" as Jesus rises 

from the dead 

victorious in stanza 3. 

The hymn concludes 

then with praise now 

and for all time 

because of what Jesus 

has done. 
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CONFESSION  
Leader If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 1 John 1:8 

People But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9 (silence for personal 

confession) 
 

Leader Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 
Leader In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 

God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the 

power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May 

the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. John 1:12, Philippians 1:6 

People Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Leader He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE Gloria in Excelsis 

Kantor 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
 

People 

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

  

The Hymn of Praise 

follows the 

forgiveness of sins. 

We often use the 

"Gloria in Excelsis" as 

the angels sing "glory 

in the highest" to God 

in Luke 2:14. For some 

Communion services 

(especially during the 

Easter season) we use 

"This is the Feast" 

instead. 
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(Sit) 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Revelation 22:1-6, 12-20 

 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from 

the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, 

on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit 

each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. No longer will 

there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 

servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their 

foreheads. And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the 

Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. And he said to me, 

“These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the 

prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” . . . 

“Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone for 

what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning 

and the end.” Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right 

to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. Outside are the dogs 

and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone 

who loves and practices falsehood. “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about 

these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright 

morning star.” The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, 

“Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of 

life without price. I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if 

anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if 

anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his 

share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. He who 

testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

(Stand) 

ALLELUIA VERSE 
All 

 

 

Kantorei 

I will not leave you desolate; I will come back to you. 
 

All 

 
 

  

John the Apostle 

received and wrote 

this Revelation while 

in exile on the island 

of Patmos. It presents 

a vision of the end 

times and the victory 

of Jesus. It was written 

in AD 95. 
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Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: John 17:20-26 

People  

 
Reader [Jesus said:] “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me 

through their word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in 

you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent 

me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one 

even as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, 

so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved 

me. Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me 

where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before 

the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, even though the world does not 

know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. I made known to 

them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you 

have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

Reader This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People   

 
 

(Sit) 
 

(8:45) CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
 

MESSAGE HYMN The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done LSB Hymnal 464 

Refrain 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Verse 1 

The strife is o’er, the battle done; 

Now is the victor’s triumph won; 

Now be the song of praise begun. 

    Alleluia! 
 

Verse 2 

The pow’rs of death have done their worst, 

But Christ their legions hath dispersed. 

Let shouts of holy joy outburst. 

    Alleluia! 

Verse 4 

He broke the age-bound chains of hell; 

The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell. 

Let hymns of praise His triumph tell. 

    Alleluia! 
 

Verse 5 

Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee, 

From death’s dread sting Thy servants free 

That we may live and sing to Thee. 

    Alleluia! Refrain 
 

Text: Public domain 

MESSAGE Disillusioned Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 
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(Stand) 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
People I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

(Sit) 

OFFERING INVITATION Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 
 

OFFERING HYMN Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won LSB Hymnal 490, verses 1-2, 5 

Verse 1 

Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won! 

    Death no longer can appall me; 

Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done! 

    From the grave will Christ recall me. 

Brighter scenes will then commence; 

This shall be my confidence. 
 

Verse 2 

Jesus lives! To Him the throne 

    High above all things is given. 

I shall go where He is gone, 

    Live and reign with Him in heaven. 

God is faithful; doubtings, hence! 

This shall be my confidence. 

Verse 5 

Jesus lives! And now is death 

    But the gate of life immortal; 

This shall calm my trembling breath 

    When I pass its gloomy portal. 

Faith shall cry, as fails each sense: 

Jesus is my confidence! 
 

Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

(Stand) 

LORD’S PRAYER 
People Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

  

This creed was not 

formulated by 

councils of 

theologians, but 

rather grew 

spontaneously out of 

the needs of the 

living. The Creed has 

its beginning in the 

NT, including Matt. 

10:32–33, John 1:49; 

20:28, and 2 Cor. 

13:14. The confession 

of Peter (Matt. 16:16) 

and the baptismal 

formula (Matt. 28:19) 

influenced the 

development of this 

Creed as well. 
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CLOSING HYMN Alleluia! Jesus is Risen LSB Hymnal 474 
Verse 1 

Alleluia! 

Jesus is risen! 

    Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 

Splendor, the Lamb, 

Heaven forever! 

    Oh, what a miracle God has in sight!  
 

Refrain 

Jesus is risen and we shall arise: 

Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 

Verse 2 

Walking the way, 

Christ in the center 

    Telling the story to open our eyes; 

Breaking our bread, 

Giving us glory: 

    Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.  
 

Verse 3 

Jesus the vine, 

We are the branches; 

    Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

Heaven to earth, 

Christ to the people, 

    Gift of the future now flowing to me.  

Verse 4 

Weeping, be gone; 

Sorrow, be silent: 

    Death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 

Cherubim sing: 

“O grave, be open!” 

    Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.  
 

Verse 5 

City of God, 

Easter forever, 

    Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 

River of life, 

Saints and archangels, 

    Sing with creation to God the I AM!  
 

Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110004192 

BLESSING 
 

SILENT PRAYER AND POSTLUDE 

Unless noted 

otherwise, scripture 

passage came from 

the English Standard 

Version. 

Lutheran Service 

Builder 

HymnLicense.net # 

10004192. 

 

Special thanks to our 

kantorei. 

 

Altar Flowers 

presented to the Glory 

of God in loving 

memory of William L. 

& Audrey J. Wood. 

This hymn first 

appeared in the 1995 

Hymnal Supplement 

and quickly became a 

favorite of 

congregations. 

Because of this, it was 

included in our 

current hymnal. It 

borrows the tune from 

Earth and All Stars. It 

pulls familiar Easter 

and resurrections 

stories together into 

the song. Stanza 5 

invites us into the new 

Jerusalem where the 

river of life runs freely. 

This comes from 

Revelation 22, our text 

for today's sermon. 


