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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
If you are a guest with us today, we are so glad you are here! We invite you to fill out a yellow card from the pew 

rack and put it in the offering plate during worship. You will find all of the words in the worship service projected at 

the front of the church or in this bulletin. 
 

If you have something you would like us to pray about this week, you can write it on the back of the yellow card. 

Our staff and prayer team will pray for the requests during the week. If you so choose, we will post your request 

online at our prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We believe God’s Word is the sole authority for this life. We are imperfect 

people loving imperfect people. Our prayer for you today is that you would connect to God and grow closer and 

closer to Him each day. 
 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 
AD VENT  |  C HR IS TMAS  |  EP IP HANY  |  LEN T  |  EASTER  |  PENTE COS T  |  T IME  OF  T HE  CHUR CH   

 

During the 7-week season of Easter, the church has often used a special greeting. One Christian says to another, 

"He is risen!" and the other responds, "He is risen indeed!" and together they say, "Alleluia!" This is known as the 

Paschal Greeting and is loosely based on the Emmaus Road post-resurrection appearance of Jesus in Luke 24:33-34 

where the disciples say, "The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!" 
 

In this season, we remember how Jesus not only died for us, but rose again to defeat death. Because of His 

resurrection, we too have the opportunity to enjoy eternal life and a perfect relationship with God. We celebrate by 

putting out white paraments, which remind us that although our sins were like scarlet, they have now been washed 

as white as snow. Alleluia!  
 

To participate in this service, just follow along in this service folder. Lutheran worship is specifically designed to 

include your participation. We are not here to be an audience; we are here to speak and sing the Word of God to 

each other. Parts marked “Leader” are spoken by the pastor or other worship leaders, and parts marked “People” 

are spoken by the congregation. Congregational parts are also printed in bold. It looks like this: 
 

Leader Spoken by a worship leader. 

People Spoken by the congregation. 
 

To help you understand the different parts of worship today, we’ve provided several side notes throughout the 

service folder. Read the notes to discover some of the meaning behind the words and parts of the service. You will 

find a deeper appreciation for the rich symbolism and spiritual meaning behind Lutheran worship. 
 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
O God, from whom all good things come: Lead us by the inspiration of Your Spirit to think those things which are 

right, and by Your goodness help us to do them; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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PRELUDE We Believe That This Is Jesus Sung by the Kantorei 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 
 

WELCOME  
 

(Stand) 

OPENING HYMN A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing LSB Hymnal 493, verses 1-4 

Verse 1 

A hymn of glory let us sing! 

New hymns throughout the world shall ring: 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ, by a road before untrod, 

Ascends unto the throne of God. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Verse 2 

The holy apostolic band 

Upon the Mount of Olives stand. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

And with His faithful foll’wers see 

Their Lord ascend in majesty. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Verse 3 

To them the shining angels cry, 

“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?” 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

“This is the Savior,” thus they say; 

“This is His glorious triumph day!” 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Verse 4 

“You see Him now, ascending high 

Up to the portals of the sky.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

“Hereafter Jesus you shall see 

Returning in great majesty.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004192

 

INVOCATION 
Leader We worship this day in the name of our Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 

Leader Christ is risen! 

People He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Leader Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! Psalm 47:1  

People For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great king over all the earth. 

Psalm 47:2  
 

Leader God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. Psalm 47:5  

People Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! Psalm 47:6  
 

Leader For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm! Psalm 47:7  

People God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne. Psalm 47:8 
 

  

Making the sign of 

the cross dates back 

to the earliest days of 

the Church. Tertullian 

wrote about it in late 

100s-early 200s. It is 

usually done moving 

from head to chest, 

then shoulder to 

shoulder whenever 

the the Triune name 

Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit is spoken. 

Some will also do it 

during the Lord's 

Prayer or at the end 

of the creed. When 

you make the sign or 

see a pastor do it, 

consider it a 

reminder that Christ 

died for your sins 

upon the cross, and 

His sacrifice is real 

and true still today. 
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CONFESSION  
Leader If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 1 John 1:8 

People But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9 (silence for personal 

confession) 
 

Leader Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 
Leader In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 

God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power 

to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, 

who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. John 1:12, Philippians 1:6 

People Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Leader He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing LSB Hymnal 493, verses 5-6 

Verse 5 

Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 

And be our future great reward. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Then, throned with You forever, we 

Shall praise Your name eternally. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Verse 6 

O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

All praise to You let earth accord: 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

You are, while endless ages run, 

With Father and with Spirit one. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110004192 

 

COLLECT 
Leader The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Leader Let us pray. 

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the 

heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with 

Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 
 

  

A collect (KAH-lekt) 

is a brief, structured 

prayer, usually 

consisting of five 

parts: address to 

God, basis for the 

prayer, petition (a 

request), desired 

benefit or result, and 

a Trinitarian 

conclusion. 
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(Sit) 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Acts 1:1-11 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 

until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 

Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. To them he presented himself alive after 

his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 

the kingdom of God. And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 

Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from 

me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now.” So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will 

you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to 

know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he 

had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 

out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 

stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 

heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way 

as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Ephesians 1:15-23 

 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 

toward all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 

prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit 

of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts 

enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are 

the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great 

might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 

his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 

one to come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things 

to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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(Stand) 

ALLELUIA VERSE 
All 

 

 

Kantorei 

I am with you always, even to the close of the age. 
 

All 

 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: Luke 24:44-53 

People  

 
Reader Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 

and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the 

Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on 

the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 

should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 

witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon 

you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” Then he 

led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he 

blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they 

worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in 

the temple blessing God. 

Reader This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People   

 
 

(Sit) 
 

(8:45) CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
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MESSAGE HYMN Up Through Endless Ranks of Angels LSB Hymnal 491 

Verse 1 - Kantorei 

Up through endless ranks of angels, 

    Cries of triumph in His ears, 

To His heav’nly throne ascending, 

    Having vanquished all their fears, 

Christ looks down upon His faithful, 

    Leaving them in happy tears. 
 

Verse 2 - Women 

Death-destroying, life-restoring, 

    Proven equal to our need, 

Now for us before the Father 

    As our brother intercede; 

Flesh that for our world was wounded, 

    Living, for the wounded plead! 
 

Verse 3 - Kantorei 

To our lives of wanton wand’ring 

    Send Your Spirit, promised guide; 

Through our lives of fear and failure 

    With Your pow’r and love abide; 

Welcome us, as You were welcomed, 

    To an endless Eastertide. 
 

Verse 4 - All 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Oh, to breathe the Spirit’s grace! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Oh, to see the Father’s face! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Oh, to feel the Son’s embrace! 
 

Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: 

LSB Hymn License no. 110004192 

 

MESSAGE Enlighten Our Hearts, O Lord Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 
 

(Stand) 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
People I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

(Sit) 

OFFERING INVITATION Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 
 

OFFERING HYMN Peace I Leave You Sung by the Kantorei, by Walter Pelze 
 

PRAYERS  
 

(Stand) 

LORD’S PRAYER 
People Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

  

During the hymn, the 

Christ Candle is 

removed, signifying 

Christ’s bodily 

ascension into heaven. 

We now look with 

anticipation for His 

return in glory one 

day! 

We traditionally think 

of our offering in 

terms of a financial 

one as a response to 

what He has done. 

This is true, but what 

other responses 

might we have? 

Singing in worship is 

often a form of 

offering and prayer. 

Today we join our 

hearts and minds 

with the voices of our 

Kantorei in offering 

thanks for what God 

has done for us in 

Christ. 
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CLOSING HYMN Alleluia! Sing to Jesus LSB Hymnal 821, verses 1-3, 5 
Verse 1 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

    His the scepter, His the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, 

    His the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 

    Thunder like a mighty flood: 

“Jesus out of ev’ry nation 

    Has redeemed us by His blood.” 
 

Verse 2 

Alleluia! Not as orphans 

    Are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! He is near us; 

    Faith believes, nor questions how. 

Though the cloud from sight received Him 

    When the forty days were o’er, 

Shall our hearts forget His promise: 

    “I am with you evermore”? 

Verse 3 

Alleluia! Bread of heaven, 

    Here on earth our food, our stay; 

Alleluia! Here the sinful 

    Flee to You from day to day. 

Intercessor, Friend of sinners, 

    Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea 

Where the songs of all the sinless 

    Sweep across the crystal sea. 
 

Verse 5 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

    His the scepter, His the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, 

    His the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 

    Thunder like a mighty flood: 

“Jesus out of ev’ry nation 

    Has redeemed us by His blood.” 
 

Text: Public domain 

 

BLESSING 
 

SILENT PRAYER AND POSTLUDE 

Unless noted 

otherwise, scripture 

passage came from 

the English Standard 

Version. 

Lutheran Service 

Builder 

HymnLicense.net # 

10004192. 

 

Special thanks to our 

kantorei. 

 

Altar Flowers 

presented to the Glory 

of God. 

This hymn invites us 

into the eternal 

praise of God with 

the church 

triumphant--those 

who have received 

the crown of life. 

While we wait to join 

them, stanza 2 

reminds that though 

Christ has ascended 

("the cloud from 

sight received Him / 

When the forty days 

were o'er") we are 

"not as orphans ... 

left in sorrow". 

Stanza 5 is a repeat 

of the first as "the 

songs of peaceful 

Zion / Thunder like a 

mighty flood" at 

what God has done. 

The final couplet is 

particularly 

comforting in light of 

recent events. Christ 

has overcome even 

racism, redeeming 

those from "ev'ry 

nation ... by His 

blood. 


