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GATHERING SONG 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 
 

WELCOME  
 

(Stand) 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP  
Leader We worship this day in the name of our Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 

Leader Christ is risen! 

People He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Leader Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! Psalm 47:1  

People For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great king over all the earth. Psalm 47:2  
 

Leader God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. Psalm 47:5  

People Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! Psalm 47:6  
 

Leader For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm! Psalm 47:7  

People God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne. Psalm 47:8  
 

OPENING SONGS 

Hymn of Heaven 
Verse 1 

How I long to breathe the air of Heaven 

Where pain is gone and mercy fills the streets 

To look upon the one who bled to save me 

And walk with Him for all eternity 
 

Chorus 1 

There will be a day 

When all will bow before Him 

There will be a day 

When death will be no more 

Standing face to face 

With He who died and rose again 

Holy holy is the Lord 
 

Verse 2 

And ev'ry prayer we prayed in desperation 

The songs of faith 

We sang through doubt and fear 

In the end we’ll see that it was worth it 

When He returns to wipe away our tears 

Verse 3 

And on that day we join the resurrection 

And stand beside the heroes of the faith 

With one voice a thousand generations 

Sing worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Forever He shall reign 
 

Chorus 2 

So let it be today 

We shout the hymn of Heaven 

With angels and the Saints 

We raise a mighty roar 

Glory to our God 

Who gave us life beyond the grave 

Holy holy is the Lord 

Holy holy is the Lord 

Holy holy is the Lord 
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Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone) 
Verse 1 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost, but now I’m found. 

Was blind, but now I see. 
 

Verse 2 

Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved. 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed. 
 

Chorus 

My chains are gone, I’ve been set free. 

My God, my Savior has ransomed me. 

And like a flood His mercy reigns. 

Unending love, amazing grace. 

 

Verse 3 

The Lord has promised good to me; 

His words my hope secures. 

He will my shield and portion be, 

As long as life endures. 
 

Verse 4 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow. 

The sun forbear to shine. 

But God, Who called me here below  

Will be forever mine. 

Will be forever mine. 

You are forever mine. 
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CONFESSION  
Leader In Matthew 18, Peter came to Jesus one day and asked, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, 

and I forgive him?” Thinking himself generous, he quipped, “As many as seven times?” But Jesus goes far 

beyond Peter’s expectation, replying, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.” Such is 

God’s grace toward us. Though our sin abounds, God’s grace abounds even more. So let us seek His grace 

and forgiveness, confessing our sins to Him. 

People Good God, You are truly gracious beyond all we can hope or imagine. We sin constantly. You would 

be right to turn Your back on us. Yet You have promised to forgive. So we boldly ask again: Forgive 

our sin, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (silence for personal confession) 
 

ABSOLUTION 
Leader God has not turned His back on you, but on Jesus on that first Good Friday. Even as Jesus cried out “My 

God, My God, why have You forsaken me?” He knew the reason. It was for our sake the Father turned His 

back on His only Son. It was also for our sake that God raised Jesus from the dead on the third day. He 

raised Jesus so that we would be made alive again together with Jesus. There is joyful news this day! For 

the sake of our risen and ascended Lord, God has forgiven all our sins! 

People Amen. 
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(Sit) 

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH HIS WORD  
Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Acts 1:1-11 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when 

he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 

chosen. To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during 

forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. And while staying with them he ordered them not to 

depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for 

John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So 

when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, 

as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were 

gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, 

why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in 

the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Ephesians 1:15-23 

 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I 

do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 

having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called 

you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness 

of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ 

when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all 

rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age 

but also in the one to come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to 

the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: Luke 24:44-53 

 Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 

everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 

Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 

should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 

things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are 

clothed with power from on high.” Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he 

blessed them. While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they 

worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing 

God. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 



4 

MESSAGE Enlighten Our Hearts, O Lord Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 
 

(Stand) 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
People I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
People Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on Earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

(Sit) 

OFFERING Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 

Lord I Need You 
Verse 1 

Lord I come I confess 

Bowing here I find my rest 

And without You I fall apart 

You're the one that guides my heart 
 

Chorus  

Lord I need You oh I need You 

Ev'ry hour I need You 

My one defense my righteousness 

Oh God how I need You 
 

Verse 2 

Where sin runs deep Your grace is more 

Where grace is found is where You are 

And where You are Lord I am free 

Holiness is Christ in me 
 

Bridge 

So teach my song to rise to You 

When temptation comes my way 

And when I cannot stand I'll fall on You 

Jesus You're my hope and stay 
 

Tag 

You’re my one defense, my righteousness 

Oh God how I need You 

My one defense, my righteousness 

Oh God how I need You 
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CLOSING SONG Battle Belongs 
Verse 1 

When all I see is the battle 

You see my victory 

When all I see is a mountain 

You see a mountain moved 

And as I walk through the shadow 

Your love surrounds me 

There's nothing to fear now 

For I am safe with You 
 

Chorus 

So when I fight I'll fight on my knees 

With my hands lifted high 

O God the battle belongs to You 

And every fear I lay at Your feet 

I'll sing through the night 

O God the battle belongs to You 

Verse 2 

And if You are for me 

Who can be against me 

For Jesus there's nothing 

Impossible for You 

When all I see are the ashes 

You see the beauty 

When all I see is a cross 

God You see the empty tomb 
 

Bridge 

(An) Almighty Fortress You go before us 

Nothing can stand against 

The power of our God 

You shine in the shadows 

You win every battle 

Nothing can stand against 

The power of our God 
 

Tag 

O God the battle belongs to You 
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