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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
If you are a guest with us today, we are so glad you are here! We invite you to fill out a yellow card from 

the pew rack and put it in the offering plate during worship. You will find all of the words in the worship 

service projected at the front of the church or in this bulletin. 
 

If you have something you would like us to pray about this week, you can write it on the back of the 

yellow card. Our staff and prayer team will pray for the requests during the week. If you so choose, we will 

post your request online at our prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We believe God’s Word is the sole authority for this life. We are 

imperfect people loving imperfect people. Our prayer for you today is that you would connect to God and 

grow closer and closer to Him each day. 
 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

This Sunday we celebrate the Epiphany, God shining forth and manifesting Himself in the Christ Child. We 

also celebrate other ways God reveals Himself to us: the star that lead the Magi, Jesus’ baptism and His 

miracles, early followers’ encounters with their resurrected Savior, the Lord’s Supper, and more. The early 

church emphasized Epiphany more than Christmas! White paraments remind us of purity and 

completeness. Christ came to earth humble and blameless, born to be the perfect sacrifice. White is the 

best festive color. 
 

To help you understand the different parts of worship today, we’ve provided several side notes 

throughout the service folder. Read the notes to discover some of the meaning behind the words and 

parts of the service. You will find a deeper appreciation for the rich symbolism and spiritual meaning 

behind Lutheran worship. 
 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Lord God, on this day You revealed Your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith 

to know Your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of Your glory, through Your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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PRELUDE  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 
 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr., Lead Pastor 
 

(Stand) 

INVOCATION  
Leader In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen.  
 

Leader The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? Psalm 27:1a 

People The Lord is my light and my salvation. Psalm 27:1a 
 

Leader The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1b 

People The Lord is my light and my salvation. Psalm 27:1a 
 

Leader Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! Psalm 27:7 

People The Lord is my light and my salvation. Psalm 27:1a 
 

Leader Teach me Your way, O Lord. Psalm 27:11 

People The Lord is my light and my salvation. Psalm 27:1a 
 

Leader Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!  

Psalm 27:14 

People Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION  
Leader John writes in the beginning of his Gospel: “The true light, which gives light to 

everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 

through Him, yet the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own 

people did not receive Him.” God’s light has indeed come in Jesus Christ. He has shone 

into our dark world and brought to light our dark deeds. But He does not do this to 

shame or condemn, but rather to forgive. So let us confess our sin to God and receive 

His grace again this day. 

People Father of Light, we confess that we have loved our darkness more than Your 

light. We have done wicked things in the darkness and do not want our shame 

exposed. But we know that You have sent Your Son to forgive our sins. Therefore 

we are bold to ask for Your forgiveness, for the sake of our dear Savior Jesus. 

Amen. (silence for personal confession) 
 

ABSOLUTION 
Leader God sent Jesus into the world not to condemn, but in order to save. God has indeed 

saved us by the light of His Son. He has forgiven our sins, just as He promised. Rejoice, 

for our light and salvation has come! 
 

  

Notice the light motif 

through the service 

today. This fits the 

theme of Epiphany as 

God shines forth in 

the Light of Christ. 

Kids: How many times 

can you find the word 

"Light" in the service 

today? 

Gloria Patri (GLOW-

ree-uh PAH-tree). 

Latin for “glory to the 

Father.” A Trinitarian 

doxology used to 

conclude a psalm or 

Introit. 
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OPENING HYMN I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light LSB Hymnal 411
Verse 1 

I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus.  
 

Refrain 

In Him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 

Verse 2 

I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 

And show me the way to the Father.  
 

Verse 3 

I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

We shall know the joy of Jesus.  
 

Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110004192

(Sit) 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the 

Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall come 

to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. Lift up your eyes all around, 

and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, 

and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. Then you shall see and be radiant; 

your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to 

you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover 

you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They 

shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Ephesians 3:1-12 

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 

assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to 

me for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written 

briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 

which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now 

been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that 

the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the 

promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I was made a minister 

according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his 

power. To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to 

preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for 

everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all 

things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made 

known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the 

eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have 

boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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(Stand) 

ALLELUIA 

 

 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 

People Glory to You, O Lord. 

Reader Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born 

king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and 

assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 

the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by 

the prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my 

people Israel.’” Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from 

them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 

and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I 

too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. 

And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to 

rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced 

exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his 

mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they 

offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not 

to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 

Reader This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

People Praise to You, O Christ. 

(Sit) 
 

(8:45) CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
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MESSAGE HYMN O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright  

LSB Hymnal 395, verses 1-3, 5 

Verse 1 

O Morning Star, how fair and bright! 

You shine with God’s own truth and light, 

    Aglow with grace and mercy! 

Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son, 

Our Lord and master, You have won 

    Our hearts to serve You only! 

        Lowly, holy! 

    Great and glorious, 

    All victorious, 

        Rich in blessing! 

Rule and might o’er all possessing! 
 

Verse 2 

Come, heav’nly Bridegroom, Light divine, 

And deep within our hearts now shine; 

    There light a flame undying! 

In Your one body let us be 

As living branches of a tree, 

    Your life our lives supplying. 

        Now, though daily 

    Earth’s deep sadness 

    May perplex us 

        And distress us, 

Yet with heav’nly joy You bless us. 
 

Verse 3 

Lord, when You look on us in love, 

At once there falls from God above 

    A ray of purest pleasure. 

Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood 

Refresh our souls with heav’nly food. 

    You are our dearest treasure! 

        Let Your mercy 

    Warm and cheer us! 

    O draw near us! 

        For You teach us 

God’s own love through You has reached us. 
 

Verse 5 

O let the harps break forth in sound! 

Our joy be all with music crowned, 

    Our voices gladly blending! 

For Christ goes with us all the way— 

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 

    His love is never ending! 

        Sing out! Ring out! 

    Jubilation! 

    Exultation! 

        Tell the story! 

Great is He, the King of Glory! 
 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110004192

 

MESSAGE The Scandal of Christmas Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr., Lead Pastor  

 

(Stand) 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
People I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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(Sit) 

OFFERING INVITATION Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 
 

OFFERING HYMN As with Gladness Men of Old LSB Hymnal 397, verses 1, 3-5 
Verse 1 

As with gladness men of old 

Did the guiding star behold; 

    As with joy they hailed its light, 

    Leading onward, beaming bright; 

So, most gracious Lord, may we 

Evermore be led by Thee. 
 

Verse 3 

As they offered gifts most rare 

At Thy cradle, rude and bare, 

    So may we with holy joy, 

    Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King. 
 

Verse 4 

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day 

Keep us in the narrow way; 

    And when earthly things are past, 

    Bring our ransomed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide, 

Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 
 

Verse 5 

In the heav’nly country bright 

Need they no created light; 

    Thou its light, its joy, its crown, 

    Thou its sun which goes not down; 

There forever may we sing 

Alleluias to our King. 
 

Text: Public domain

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN Jesus Shall Reign LSB Hymnal 832 
Verse 1 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Does its successive journeys run; 

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 

Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 

Verse 2 

To Him shall endless prayer be made, 

And endless praises crown His head; 

His name like sweet perfume shall rise 

With ev’ry morning sacrifice. 
 

Verse 3 

People and realms of ev’ry tongue 

Dwell on His love with sweetest song; 

And infant voices shall proclaim 

Their early blessings on His name. 

Verse 4 

Blessings abound where’er He reigns: 

The pris’ners leap, unloose their chains, 

The weary find eternal rest, 

And all who suffer want are blest. 
 

Verse 5 

Let ev’ry creature rise and bring 

Honors peculiar to our King; 

Angels descend with songs again, 

And earth repeat the loud amen. 
 

Text: Public domain 

BLESSING 
 

SILENT PRAYER AND POSTLUDE Unless noted 

otherwise, scripture 

passage came from 

the English Standard 

Version. 

Lutheran Service 

Builder 

HymnLicense.net # 

10004192. 

 

Special thanks to our 

kantorei. 

 

Altar Flowers 

presented to the Glory 

of God in Loving 

Memory of Gene, 

Mary, and Michael 

Gibbons by Linda 

Gibbons. 


