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The 65th

Candlelight 
Christmas Vespers

THE VALPARAISO UNIVERSITY GUILD 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK

Covid. Bans. Mandates. Shortages. Illness. Death. No one would deny 
that 2020 and 2021 have been dark times. Today’s Vespers acknowledges 
the darkness of sorrow and pain, the darkness of sin and the Devil, and 
gives assurance that these are put to flight by the Light that shines in 
the darkened stable.

Beneath your heavy load, as you are bent low by care and guilt, you 
can look up, for the Light of the World has dawned upon you. You have 
lived in deep darkness, but the Savior, Christ the Lord, has conquered it 
completely. The darkness must give way to the Light, because the Holy 
Child is the Light which has been given to you!

December 5, 2021 
4 o’clock and 7 o’clock
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Preservice Music 

Bell Choir “People Look East” setting by Hart Morris 

Organ “People Look East” setting by Jacob Weber 

Hymn 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © David Higham Associates Ltd. Used by permission: CCLI no. 334744 

 
 

Organ “St. Louis” setting by Jacob Weber 

Hymn 
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Public domain 

 
 

Brass Ensemble “Sussex Carol” arranged by Carol Traupman-Carr 

Organ “Sussex Carol” setting by Jacob Weber 

Hymn 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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SERVICE OF LIGHT 
 
 

When the Vesper Choir has assembled in the Nave, 
all illuminate their candles. Rise at the sound of the bells and face the 

Processional Candle as it is carried from the narthex into the Nave. 
 

 
 

The men of the Vesper Choir sing at the bell 

O nata lux de lumine | O Light born of Light 
 

 

 
 

O nata lux de lumine 

 

 
 

O nata lux de lumine 

 

 
 

O nata lux | O Light 
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PHOS HILARON “THE JOYOUS LIGHT” 

 
 
All sing the hymn 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1989 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010363. 
 
Thanksgiving for Light 

P Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led 
Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 
night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His 
Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, 
glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P O Lord, our God, as Your servants gather for this Candlelight 
Christmas Vespers, let us all prepare our hearts and minds for the 
celebration of Your incarnation. Watch over your servants 
especially sacristans, acolytes, choirs, and ministers, who prepare 
the church for contemplation and praise. Bring your people 
together from far and wide, Lord, so we may await your coming, the 
advent of Jesus. Praise to You, O Lord, and may Your Church be 
ever watchful. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Sit 
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Psalmody 
 
 

Darkness is as light with You 
 PSALM 139:1- 12  

1O LORD, you have searched me and known me! 
2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

you discern my thoughts from afar. 
3You search out my path and my lying down 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4Even before a word is on my tongue, 

behold, O LORD, you know it altogether. 
5You hem me in, behind and before, 

and lay your hand upon me. 
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

it is high; I cannot attain it. 
7Where shall I go from your Spirit? 

Or where shall I flee from your presence? 
8If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 

If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 
9If I take the wings of the morning 

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
10even there your hand shall lead me, 

and your right hand shall hold me. 
11If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 

and the light about me be night,” 
12even the darkness is not dark to you; 

the night is bright as the day, 
for darkness is as light with you. 

 
L The Word of the LORD. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Office Hymn 
 
 
All sing the hymn as marked 

 

 

 
 
5 His righteous government and pow’r 

    Shall over all extend; 
On judgment and on justice based, 
    His reign shall have no end, 
    His reign shall have no end. 

 
6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 

    And make us Thine alone, 
Who with the Father ever art 
    And Holy Spirit, one, 
    And Holy Spirit, one. 

 
Public domain 

 
  

All  
Vesper Choir 

Women 
All 

Vesper Choir 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All 
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Reading 
 
 

Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness 
 Isaiah 9:2  

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 
 
L The Word of the LORD.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Message the Rev. Michael Dobler 

 
The Vesper Choir sings 

 “Comfort, comfort ye My people, 
    Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God; 
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, 
    Mourning ’neath their sorrows’ load. 

Speak ye to Jerusalem 
Of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell her that her sins I cover 
And her warfare now is over.” 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, tr. Catherine Winkworth 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Setting: BWV 13 Johann Sebastian Bach 1685-1750 | Meine Seufzer, meine Tränen, 3. Chorale Der Gott, der mir hat versprochen 

 
 

Litany 
P Longing for Light, we wait in darkness 
C Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
 
P Make us your own, your holy people, 
C Light for the world to see. 
 
P Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
C Longing for hope, many despair. 
 
P Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
C Longing for water, many still thirst. 
 
P Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
C Let us be servants to one another. 

Christ be our light! 
 
adapted from the hymn “Christ Be Our Light” by Bernadette Farrell (b. 1957) 
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The Vesper Choir sings 

As the dark awaits the dawn, 
   so we await your light. 
O Star of promise, scatter night,  
   loving bright, loving bright, 
Till shades of fear are gone. 
 
As the blue expectant hour  
   before the silvering skies, 
We long to see your day arise, 
   whole and wise, whole and wise, 
O lucent Morning Star. 
 
As the moon reflects the sun 
   until the night’s decrease, 
May we your healing light release, 
   living peace, living peace, 
Unto your holy dawn. 
 
Shine your future on this place, 
   enlighten every guest, 
That through us stream your holiness, 
   bright and blest, bright and blest; 
Come dawn, O Sun of grace. 
 
We await your light. 
 
Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, 20th century  
Tune: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929 
Setting: Christopher Aspaas 
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Reading 
 
 

The Light Incarnate Comes to Us 
 John 1 : 1-9;  14  

 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things 
were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came 
as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about 
the light. 

9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 

seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.  
 
L The Word of the LORD.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Message the Rev. Michael Dobler 

 
The Vesper Choir sings. 

Before the marvel of this night,  
   adoring, fold your wings and bow, 
Then tear the sky apart with light,  
and with your news the world endow. 
Proclaim the birth of Christ and peace,  
   that fear and death and sorrow cease: 
Sing peace, sing peace, sing gift of peace,  
   sing peace, sing gift of peace! 
 

Awake the sleeping world with song,  
   this is the day the Lord has made. 
Assemble here, celestial throng,  
   in royal splendor come arrayed. 
Give earth a glimpse of heav’nly bliss,  
   a teasing taste of what they miss: 
Sing bliss, sing bliss, sing endless bliss,  
   sing bliss, sing endless bliss!
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The love that we have always known,  
   our constant joy and endless light, 
Now to the loveless world be shown,  
   now break upon its deathly night. 
Into one song compress the love  
   that rules our universe above: 
Sing love, sing love, sing God is love,  
   sing love, sing God is love! 
 
Text: Jaroslav Vajda (1919-2008) 
Tune: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929 
Setting: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929 

 

 
 

Message the Rev. Michael Dobler 

 
All sing the hymn 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 

 

 
 

All 
All  

Vesper Choir 
All 
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Message the Rev. Michael Dobler 

 
All stand and sing the hymn 

 

 

 

 

 
 
“Savior of the Nations Come” Stanza Seven 
Ambrose of Milan, Martin Luther 

 
 
Litany 

P From the most unlikely place, 
   a crude wooden manger in the small town of Bethlehem, 
   comes the Light that shines in the darkness, 

C a Light which no darkness can ever overcome. 
 

P There is no time or place this Light cannot reach. 
C He gives us His Life, and that Life is the Light for all humankind. 

 
P We live in the Light of Christ 

   and we look forward to the Day when, 
   around the throne of God, 
   Christ will be the Light and darkness will be no more. 

C Then we will sing praises to God forever and ever. 
 

 
 

 

   From   the  man-ger   new-born light Shines in    glo - ry  through the night. 

  Dark-ness there no   more re - sides;     In  this light faith  now     a  -  bides. 
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All sing the hymn 

 

 

 

 

 
 
“Savior of the Nations Come” Stanza Eight 
Ambrose of Milan, Martin Luther 

 
Sit 

The Vesper Choir sings 

All praise to Thee, Eternal God, 
Who, clothed in garb of flesh and blood, 
Dost take a manger for Thy throne, 
While worlds on worlds are Thine alone. Alleluia. 
 
Thou comest in the darksome night 
To make us children of the light; 
To make us, in the realms divine, 
Like Thine own angels round Thee shine. Alleluia. 
 
A little Child, Thou art our Guest, 
That weary ones in Thee may rest; 
Forlorn and lowly is Thy birth; 
That we may rise to heav’n from earth. Alleluia.  
Amen. 

 
Text: Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ by Martin Luther. 
Setting by Elaine Hagenberg. 

 

  

   Glo   -   ry     to  the    Fa  -  ther sing,   Glo - ry      to   the   Son,   our  king, 

  Glo  -  ry    to    the   Spi  -  rit    be     Now and through e   -   ter   -   ni  -   ty. 
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Reading 
 
 

Light for the World to See 
 Isaiah 60: 1-5  

1Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 
and his glory will be seen upon you. 

3And nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your rising. 

4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from afar, 
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 

5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and exult, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 
L The Word of the LORD.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

Message the Rev. Michael Dobler 

 
The Vesper Choir sings 

Awake, my spirit, awake, lute and harp; 
I will awake at the dawn of day. 
I will confess you, O Lord, among the nations. 
I will raise a psalm to you, for your love, 
   your love is wide as the heavens, 
   and your truth reaches to the skies! 
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Wake, awake, for night is flying, 
   the watchmen on the heights are crying; 
Awake, Jerusalem, at last. 
Midnight hears the welcome voices, 
   and at the thrilling cry rejoices: 
   come forth, you maidens! Night is past. 
The bridegroom comes, awake; 
   your lamps with gladness take! 
Alleluia! 
Prepare yourselves to meet the Lord, 
   whose light has stirred the waiting guard. 
 
Zion hears the watchmen singing 
   And in her heart new joy is springing. 
She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 
For her Lord comes down all glorious, 
   The strong in grace, in truth victorious. 
Her star is ris’n, her light is come. 
Oh, come, You Blessed One, 
Lord Jesus, God’s own Son. 
Sing hosanna! 
We go until the halls we view 
   Where You have bid us dine with You. 
 
Now let all the heavens adore You, 
   and saints and angels sing before You. 
The harps and cymbals all unite. 
Of one pearl each shining portal, 
   where, dwelling with the choir immortal, 
   we gather ‘round your dazzling light. 
No eye has seen, nor ear  
   has yet been trained to hear, 
   what joy is ours! 
Crescendos rise; your halls resound; 
Hosannas blend in cosmic sound. 
 
Arise, O Jerusalem! 
Arise clothed in light! 
Your light has come, 
   and the glory of God upon your hearts will shine. Alleluia! 
 
Text: David Danner 
Tune: Wachet Auf 
Setting: David Danner 
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Litany 
P Jesus, Son of the living God, splendor, light eternal, king of glory, 

sun of justice, born of the virgin Mary. 
C Light for the world to see! 
 
P  Jesus, wonderful counselor, strong Lord, eternal God, prince of 

peace. 
C  Light for the world to see! 
 
P  Jesus, most powerful, patient, obedient, gentle and humble of heart, 

loving all who are pure in heart. 
C  Light for the world to see! 
 
P  Jesus, God of peace, source of life, pattern of holiness, friend of all, 

our God and our refuge. 
C  Light for the world to see! 
 
P  Jesus, brother of the poor, treasure of the faithful, good shepherd, 

true light, inexhaustible wisdom, boundless love, our way and our life. 
C  Light for the world to see! 
 
P  Jesus, joy of the angels, master of the apostles, teacher of the 

evangelists, strength of the martyrs, light of every witness to the 
truth, crown of all the saints. 

C  Light for the world to see! 
 
adapted from the Taizé Community 
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All sing the hymn as marked 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: John F. Wade (1711-1786); Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880), trans. 
Tune: ADESTE FIDELES, attr.John F.Wade (1711–86) 
Setting: Mack Wilberg 

 

Music during the Offering 
From Heaven Above to Earth I Come (three settings) | Friedrich Wilhelm 
Zachau, Johann Sebastian Bach (chorale) and Johann Pachelbel 

 

  

Vesper Choir 
All 

Vesper Choir 
Vesper Choir 
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PRAYER 
 

Stand 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Introduction to Collects Psalm 102:1 

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 

 
Collect of the Day 

L O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of 
the true Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light 
on earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Additional Collects  

Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot 
give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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CANDLELIGHT HYMN 
 
All are invited to sing. 

 Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 
Alles schläft, einsam wacht 
Nur das heilige Elternpaar, 
Das im Stalle zu Bethlehem war, 
    Bei dem himmlischen Kind, 
    Bei dem himmlischen Kind. 

 
Public domain 

 

 

 

 
 

All  4. Silent night, holy night 
Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 
 
Text: Joseph Mohr 
Tune: Franz Gruber arranged by Shawn Kirchner 2004 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit for the Postlude 
 
Postlude 
In dulci jubilo (BWV 729) | Johann Sebastian Bach  

 

Vesper Choir 
Vesper Choir 
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Liturgist 
The Rev. Jason Christ | First Trinity Lutheran Church, Tonawanda 
 
Preacher 
The Rev. Michael Dobler (2013) | Immanuel Lutheran Church, Tonawanda 
 

 
String Ensemble 
EJ Koeppel - Violin 
Sam Gugliuzza - Violin  
Laura Jay- Viola 
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Gil Pease - Double Bass 

 
Brass Ensemble 
Diana Bley 
Joel Kirk 
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Phil Rehard 
Larry Thompson 
Mike Van Dur Puy 

 
Percussion 
David Reinbolt - Timpani | Holy Ghost Lutheran Church, Bergholz 
 
Organist 
Jacob B. Weber is the associate editor and developer of 
music/worship resources at Concordia Publishing 
House. Aside from his responsibilities at CPH, Jacob 
leads worship from the organ at LCMS churches in the 
St. Louis area, presents hymn festivals, and performs as 
a recitalist.  
 
A prolific composer, his compositions for organ, choir, 
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Publishing House, Choristers Guild, St. James Music Press, GIA 
Publications, Inc., Augsburg Fortress, and Concordia Publishing House.  
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The 65th Christmas Vespers Choir 
 

Dave Bartholomew 
Barb Bartholomew 
Gary Binkley 
David Blackmon 
Karen Blackmon 
Sue Brese 
Dean Brown 
Nancy Burow 
Marlene Carr 
Karen Cassidy 
Nathan Clinard  
Julia Cordani 
Deborah Dexheimer 
Donald Eckert 
Amy Ertel 
Kim Fecher 
Pat Geltz 

Lindsay Gugliuzza  
Vicky Gutlovics-Hecei 
Gloria Haeseler 
Melissa Jaeger 
Marion Liebler 
Dick Matson 
Sue McKie 
Peggy Meyer  
Martha Miller 
Roger Montague 
Judy Ondak 
Linda Pascucci 
Anneliese Plyler  
Donna Reinbolt 
Linda Robinson 
Barry Rose 
Leah Sallach 

Sharon Schlegel* 
Ronald Sprehe 
Scott Stoberl 
Sherry Strong 
Nancy Stuckwisch 
Audrey Thomas 
Marie Thompson 
David Werth 
Jan Werth 
Kaitlin Werth 
Susan Whited 
Carol Wilczak 
Douglas Wittkowsky 
Jacqueline Woodley 
Joseph Wright 

 
*also serving as Flautist. 
 
Youth Choir 
Sydney McHugh, Jennifer Pritchard, Addie Christ | First Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Tonawanda 
 
Accompanist 
Janet Barnes | First Trinity Lutheran Church, Tonawanda 
Tom Goodrich | St. Matthew Lutheran Church, North Tonawanda 
 
Vespers Director and Service Coordinator  
David Werth | First Trinity Lutheran Church, Tonawanda 
 
 
Thank you to the Vespers committee and to all who continue to support the 
educational ministries of Valparaiso University. 
 
 

 
 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 
by crossway bibles, a division of good news publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.Created by Lutheran 
Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 



For many, the Christmas Candlelight Vesper marks the beginning of the seasons of Advent  
and Christmas and has become an annual tradition for participants and worshipers alike.  
This year, as we celebrate the 65th anniversary of the Vesper, it is good to acknowledge the 
leadership, location hosts and directors that have had the vision to create and sustain the 
Vesper since its inception.

LEADERSHIP

The late E. W. “Hap” Schroeter, Minister of Music at First Trinity Lutheran Church and Executive 
Director of the Lutheran Laymen’s League, inaugurated the Christmas Candlelight Vesper in 
1956. Choristers from Amherst, Bethany, Calvary, Emmaus, First Trinity, Gethsemane, Nazareth, 
Pilgrim and St. Paul participated in the new venture. Hap enlisted the support of the Parent 
Teacher League of Martin Luther Christian School and the Buffalo Chapter of the Valparaiso 
University Guild. These two organizations continued to support the Vesper throughout the next 
48 years. By 2005, Pioneer Camp & Retreat Center had joined the Guild in supporting the Vesper.

LOCATIONS

The first Vesper was on Sunday, December 16, 1956, at First Trinity Lutheran Church (then 
located at 653 Michigan Avenue, Buffalo). Two years later, when First Trinity sold its Michigan 
Avenue property, the Vesper was moved to St. Andrew Lutheran Church. By 1960, the Vesper 
moved to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church to accommodate all who wanted to attend. So many 
people were turned away in 1961, that the committee decided to engage Kleinhans Music 
Hall. About twenty Lutheran business men were approached to help defray expenses and  
they did so enthusiastically. The Vesper remained at Kleinhans until 1977 and thereafter 
returned to First Trinity.

DIRECTORS

Hap Schroeter directed the Vesper until 1965. In 1966, the Rev. Richard E. Blemaster, of Salem 
Lutheran Church, picked up the baton. In 1978, Janet Grotke, a Valparaiso graduate, directed 
the Vesper. From 1979 until 2005, Ruth M. Kovach, of First Trinity, served as director, with the 
Rev. Richard E. Blemaster returning in 1990. Susan E. Brese, of First Trinity, served as director 
upon Ruth’s retirement and David E. Werth, of First Trinity, began his tenure as director in 2017.

BLESSINGS

We thank God for blessing our community through the talents and devotion of our directors 
as well as the hundreds of others who have participated in the program since 1956. We offer 
this 65th Vesper to the glory of our coming Savior.

Soli Deo gloria



CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
December 24 

1:00 PM Traditional 
5:00 PM Contemporary 

7:00 PM Traditional

CHRISTMAS DAY FESTIVE COMMUNION SERVICE 
December 25 

10:00 AM Traditional

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
December 26 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship 
11:15 AM Contemporary Worship

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS  
COMMUNION SERVICE 

January 2 
8:45 AM Traditional Worship 

11:15 AM Contemporary Worship

Livestream worship services at  
FirstTrinity.com/youtube

The 182nd Festival of

Christmas
AT FIRST TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1570 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD, TONAWANDA, NY




