
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2021 8:45 A.M. 
  



2 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
If you are a guest with us today, we are so glad you are here! We invite you to fill out a yellow card from 

the pew rack and put it in the offering plate during worship. You will find all of the words in the worship 

service projected at the front of the church or in this bulletin. 
 

If you have something you would like us to pray about this week, you can write it on the back of the 

yellow card. Our staff and prayer team will pray for the requests during the week. If you so choose, we 

will post your request online at our prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We believe God’s Word is the sole authority for this life. We are 

imperfect people loving imperfect people. Our prayer for you today is that you would connect to God 

and grow closer and closer to Him each day. 
 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 
We are currently in the season of Christmas. White paraments remind us of purity and completeness. 

Christ came to earth blameless, born to be the perfect sacrifice. White is the best festive color, and we 

will see it again for Epiphany on January 8-9. 
 

To participate in this service, just follow along in this service folder. Lutheran worship is specifically 

designed to include your participation. We are not here to be an audience; we are here to speak and 

sing the Word of God to each other. Parts marked “Leader” are spoken by the pastor or other worship 

leaders, and parts marked “People” are spoken by the congregation. Congregational parts are also 

printed in bold. It looks like this: 
 

Leader Spoken by a worship leader. 

People Spoken by the congregation. 
 

To help you understand the different parts of worship today, we’ve provided several side notes 

throughout the service folder. Read the notes to discover some of the meaning behind the words and 

parts of the service. You will find a deeper appreciation for the rich symbolism and spiritual meaning 

behind Lutheran worship. 
 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty God, You wonderfully created and yet more wonderfully restored the dignity of human nature. 

In Your mercy, let us share the divine life of Jesus Christ who came to share our humanity, and who now 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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PRELUDE  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 
 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr., Lead Pastor 
 

(Stand) 

INVOCATION  
Leader I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you 

in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in Him in all speech and all 

knowledge—even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—so that 

you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is 

faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1 Corinthians 1:4-9 
 

OPENING HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB Hymnal 379 
 

Verse 1 

Solo O come, all ye faithful, 

 Joyful and triumphant! 

 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

 Come and behold Him 

 Born the king of angels:  
 

Refrain – Verse 1 only 

Solo O come, let us adore Him, 

Choir O come, let us adore Him, 

All O come, let us adore Him, 

    Christ the Lord! 
 

Verse 2 

All Highest, most holy, 

 Light of Light eternal, 

 Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

 Son of the Father 

 Now in flesh appearing!  
 

Refrain – Verses 2-4 

All O come, let us adore Him, 

 O come, let us adore Him, 

 O come, let us adore Him, 

     Christ the Lord! 
 

Verse 3 

All Sing, choirs of angels, 

 Sing in exultation, 

 Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

 Glory to God 

 In the highest:  
 

Verse 4 

All Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

 Born this happy morning; 

 Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 

 Word of the Father 

 Now in flesh appearing!  
 

Text: Public domain

 

(Sit) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
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(Stand) 

CONFESSION 
Leader Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the 

company of the upright, in the congregation. Great are the works of the LORD, 

studied by all who delight in them. Full of splendor and majesty is His work, and 

His righteousness endures forever. Psalm 111:1-3  

People He sent redemption to His people; He has commanded His covenant 

forever. Holy and awesome is His name! Psalm 111:9  
 

Leader God has indeed sent redemption to us as the infinite God took on infant flesh to 

live and die on our behalf so that we would be forgiven of all our sins. Let us then 

confess our sin to our gracious God. 

People Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. (silence for personal confession) 
 

ABSOLUTION 
Leader  Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the 

company of the upright, in the congregation. Great are the works of the LORD, 

studied by all who delight in them. Full of splendor and majesty is His work, and 

His righteousness endures forever. Psalm 111:1-3   

People He sent redemption to His people; He has commanded His covenant 

forever. Holy and awesome is His name! Psalm 111:9  
 

Leader Rejoice, for all our sins are forgiven because of Jesus. 

People Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, Child born to save us! 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE Angels from the Realms of Glory LSB Hymnal 367, verses 1, 4, 5

Verse 1 

Angels from the realms of glory, 

    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 

    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.  
 

Refrain 

Come and worship, come and worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

Verse 4 

Saints before the altar bending, 

    Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

    In His temple shall appear.  

Verse 5 

All creation, join in praising 

    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

    To the eternal Three in One.  
 

Text: Public domain

  

The Hymn of Praise 

follows the 

forgiveness of sins. 

We often use the 

"Gloria in Excelsis" as 

the angels sing "glory 

in the highest" to 

God in Luke 2:14. 

During the Christmas 

season, we often use 

traditional Christmas 

hymns that include 

the angels singing. 
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(Sit) 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15 

 The Lord said to Moses, “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to 

open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” Then 

Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out 

of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the Lord brought you out from this  

place. . . . “When the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to 

you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, you shall set apart to the Lord all that 

first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the 

Lord’s. Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not 

redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall 

redeem. And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you 

shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the house of 

slavery. For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. 

Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all the males that first open the womb, but all the 

firstborn of my sons I redeem.’” 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Colossians 3:12-17 

 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 

another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 

And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 

body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 

admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

  

As you read God's 

commands to the 

people in the Old 

Testament lesson, 

watch for how they 

are kept by Jesus in 

the Gospel reading 

also. In this case, 

purification rites are 

given to the people 

for the firstborn son. 

Jesus, even though 

He is already pure 

and without sin, 

undergoes the same 

ritual purification. In 

doing so, He 

identifies with us and 

thus fulfills the Law 

on our behalf so that 

we will receive the 

His righteousness. 
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(Stand) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel of Luke 2:22-40 

People Glory to You, O Lord. 

Reader When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary 

and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is 

written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be 

called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the 

Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was a 

man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 

devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 

And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 

before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple, 

and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the 

custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, “Lord, 

now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my 

eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all 

peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 

And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the 

fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will 

pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 

revealed.” And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 

tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven 

years from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. 

She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and 

day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to 

speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. And when 

they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned 

into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became 

strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

Reader This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to You, O Christ, Child born to save us! 

 

  

During Advent, 

Christmas, Lent, and 

Easter, our responses 

to the Gospel reading 

change. In addition 

to the traditional 

"Praise to You, O 

Christ", we add a 

second part themed 

around the season. 

Advent, Lent, and 

Easter come from the 

Vespers order of 

service. We wrote the 

Christmas one 

because it felt festive. 

Watch for all of them 

in the seasons ahead! 
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(Sit) 

MESSAGE HYMN Let All Together Praise Our God LSB Hymnal 389 
Verse 1 

Let all together praise our God 

    Before His glorious throne; 

Today He opens heav’n again 

    To give us His own Son, 

    To give us His own Son. 
 

Verse 2 

He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne, 

    Is born an infant small, 

And in a manger, poor and lone, 

    Lies in a humble stall, 

    Lies in a humble stall. 
 

Verse 3 

Within an earthborn form He hides 

    His all-creating light; 

To serve us all He humbly cloaks 

    The splendor of His might, 

    The splendor of His might. 
 

Verse 4 

He undertakes a great exchange, 

    Puts on our human frame, 

And in return gives us His realm, 

    His glory, and His name, 

    His glory, and His name. 

Verse 5 

He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 

    No truer friend than He, 

    No truer friend than He. 
 

Verse 6 

He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 
 

Verse 7 

Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 
 

Text (st. 2): Public domain. Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110004192

MESSAGE Christmas Gifts Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 

 

(Stand)  
CHRISTMAS CREED  
People I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, who sent His 

Son as my Savior on Christmas.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, announced by the angels, worshiped by the 

shepherds, and adored by the wise men; who lived to suffer, die, and rise again to 

free me from sin, death, and the power of the devil.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith in the Christ of Christmas 

and by whose work in my heart I am led to lay before the feet of Christ the 

treasures of my love and live under Him as my King both now and forevermore. 

Amen. 
 

  

We use this creed on 

Christmas Eve and 

the 12 days of 

Christmas. It retains 

the same structure as 

the Apostles' Creed, 

confessing Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit--

but does so with an 

emphasis on Christ's 

sending (Father), 

birth, death, and 

resurrection (Son), 

and Kingship (Holy 

Spirit). 



8 

(Sit) 

OFFERING INVITATION  
Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 
 

OFFERING ANTHEM Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Kinderchor with Bells 
 

(Stand) 

PRAYER  
Leader Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Leader Lord, in Your Mercy 

People Hear our prayer. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN God Loves Me Dearly LSB Hymnal 392 
Verse 1 

God loves me dearly, 

Grants me salvation, 

God loves me dearly, 

Loves even me.  
 

Refrain 

Therefore I’ll say again: 

God loves me dearly, 

God loves me dearly, 

Loves even me. 
 

Verse 2 

I was in slav’ry, 

Sin, death, and darkness; 

God’s love was working 

To make me free.  
 

Verse 3 

He sent forth Jesus, 

My dear Redeemer, 

He sent forth Jesus 

And set me free.  
 

Verse 4 

Jesus, my Savior, 

Himself did offer; 

Jesus, my Savior, 

Paid all I owed.  
 

Verse 5 

Now I will praise You, 

O Love Eternal; 

Now I will praise You 

All my life long.  
 

Text: Public domain

 

BLESSING 
 

SILENT PRAYER AND POSTLUDE 

Unless noted 

otherwise, scripture 

passage came from 

the English Standard 

Version. 

Lutheran Service 

Builder 

HymnLicense.net # 

10004192. 

Special thanks to our 

kinderchor and bell 

choir. 

Altar Flowers 

presented to the 

Glory of God in 

memory of family 

and friends by Terri 

and John Mecca. 


