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Sunday, December 19, 2021  11:15 a.m. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 

Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 
 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

(Stand) 

INVOCATION 

Leader Now we worship in the name of the Father, and in the name of the Son, and in the name of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader Beloved in the Lord, today we prepare for Christmas by remembering the story of God’s salvation 

as we journey with God’s people of old from creation to Bethlehem, to see this thing which has 

come to pass, the baby Jesus, lying in a manger. As we read and sing the redemption story, we 

also pray that God would inhabit the praises of His people here. May our homes and this holy 

house be filled with the carols of our praise. May the echoes of our song resound in our 

communities as we live as God’s redeemed and forgiven people. God grant it, in Jesus’ name. 

People Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on 

Earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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OPENING SONG Once in Royal David's City Hymnal 376 

The fourth advent candle is lit, signifying the peace we have in Christ. 
Verse 1 

Once in royal David’s city 

    Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

    In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 

Verse 2 

He came down to earth from heaven, 

    Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, 

    And His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly 

Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

Text: Public domain 

(Sit) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Genesis 2:4-9, 15-25  

God creates the crown jewel of His creation—Adam and Eve—and places them in paradise. 
 

CAROL It Came Upon A Midnight Clear Hymnal 366, verses 1,2 
Verse 1 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

    That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth 

    To touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, 

    From heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

    To hear the angels sing. 
 

Verse 2 

Still through the cloven skies they come 

    With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heav’nly music floats 

    O’er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

    They bend on hov’ring wing, 

And ever o’er its babel sounds 

    The blessèd angels sing. 
 

Text: Public domain 

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Genesis 3:1-24  

Adam and Eve disobey God’s command and disrupt the order and goodness of creation. 
 

CAROL O Come All Ye Faithful Verses 1, 2, 3 
Verse 1 

O come all ye faithful 

Joyful and triumphant 

O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem 

Come and behold Him 

Born the King of angels 
 

Chorus  

O come let us adore Him 

O come let us adore Him 

O come let us adore Him 

Christ the Lord 

Verse 2 

Sing choirs of angels 

Sing in exultation 

O sing all ye bright 

Hosts of heav'n above 

Glory to God all 

Glory in the highest 
 

Verse 3 

Yea Lord we greet Thee 

Born this happy morning 

Jesus to Thee be all glory giv'n 

Word of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing 

 

By C. Frederick Oakeley | John Francis Wade © 

Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of 

Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744 
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Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament:  Isaiah 11:1-9  

The Messiah will come from the root of Jesse to restore the peace of creation. 
 

CAROL O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Verses 1-2
Verse 1 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 
 

Refrain 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

Verse 2 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 
 

Text: Public domain

 

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Isaiah 40:1-11 

 The Messiah would be a Good Shepherd, speaking words of comfort to His people. 
 

CAROL A Glorious Love  
Verse 1 

On Christmas morn His infant cry 

Caused a tear in His mother’s eye 

What a day of power and love 

Given by our Lord above 

At the burial site Jesus’ mournful cry 

Then Lazarus He brought back to life. 

What a day of power and love 

Given by our Lord above. 
 

Chorus 

What a Love, a Glorious Love 

All a gift from the Father above, 

Who sent His son for everyone, 

A Child the Lord in flesh, His will was done. 

A Child the Lord in flesh, His will was done. 

Verse 2 

That sad dark day His desperate cry. 

My God, My God, still we wonder why. 

What a day of power and love 

Given by our Lord above. 

And on Easter morn our joyful cries. 

Thank You Lord for Your sacrifice. 

What a day of power and love 

Given by our Lord above. 
 

End 

So on Christmas morn we hear the cry, 

A glorious love from our God on high. 
 

Words and Music © 2013, Cathi Brese Doebler 
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(Stand) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Isaiah 64:1-9a 

 The people await a final sacrificial Lamb from heaven who would forgive their sin. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   
Leader God has sent the final sacrifice for our sin—Jesus Christ. In Him there is forgiveness and life. So 

let us come before our God and confess our sinfulness, that we might once again receive 

forgiveness and grace. O LORD, our Father, 

People Behold, You were angry, because we sinned. We have been in our sins a long time. We 

have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are as filthy rags 

before You. We fade like the leaf. Shall we be saved? Do not hide Your face from us. You 

are our Father. Do not be angry O LORD, and do not remember our sin forever. We are 

all Your people. Forgive us now, for the sake of Your Son Jesus. (Silence for reflection) 
 

Leader From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides our God, 

who acts for those who wait for Him. God has heard our prayer and in Christ He has forgiven 

all our sin. We have indeed been saved! 

People Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 
 

CAROL The First Noel 
Verse 1 

The First Noel the angel did say 

Was to certain poor shepherds 

in fields as they lay; 

In fields as they lay, keeping their sheep, 

On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 

Chorus 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

Born is the King of Israel. 
 

Verse 2 

They looked up and saw a star 

Shining in the east beyond them far, 

And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night. 

Verse 3 

And by the light of that same star 

Three wise men came from country far; 

To seek for a king was their intent, 

And to follow the star wherever it went. 
 

Verse 4 

This star drew nigh to the northwest, 

O'er Bethlehem it took it rest, 

And there it did both stop and stay 

Right over the place where Jesus lay. 
 

Public Domain 
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(Sit) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament:  Micah 5:2-5a 

 The Messiah would be born in Bethlehem to bring peace between God and man. 
 

CAROL Hark the Herald Angels Sing Verses 1, 2 

Verse 1 

Hark the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King 

Peace on earth and mercy mild 

God and sinners reconciled 

Joyful all ye nations rise 

Join the triumph of the skies 

With th'angelic hosts proclaim 

Christ is born in Bethlehem 

Hark the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King 
 

Verse 2 

Christ by highest heav'n adored 

Christ the everlasting Lord 

Late in time behold Him come 

Offspring of the Virgin's womb 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 

Hail th'incarnate Deity 

Pleased as man with men to dwell 

Jesus our Emmanuel 

Hark the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King 
 

By Charles Wesley | Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy © Words: Public 

Domain Music: Public Domain For use solely with the SongSelect 

Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744 

 

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Zephaniah 3:14-18 

 God has come to dwell among His people so that they never need fear again. 
 

CAROL Go Tell It on the Mountain 
Chorus  

Go tell it on the mountain 

Over the hills and ev'rywhere 

Go tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born 
 

Verse 1 

While shepherds kept their watching 

O'er silent flocks by night 

Behold throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light 
 

Verse 2 

The shepherds feared and trembled 

When lo above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 

That hailed the Savior's birth 
 

Verse 3 

Down in a lowly manger 

The humble Christ was born 

And God sent us salvation 

That blessed Christmas morn 
 

By John W. Work Jr. © Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. 

CCLI License # 334744. 
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Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament:  Isaiah 65:17-25 

 The Messiah will one day return to restore creation to its original glory. 
 

CAROL Away in a Manger  
Verse 1 

Away in a manger no crib for a bed 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head 

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay 
 

Verse 2 

The cattle are lowing the Baby awakes 

But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes 

I love Thee Lord Jesus look down from the sky 

And stay by my cradle 'til morning is nigh 

Verse 3 

Be near me Lord Jesus I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me I pray 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care 

And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there 
 

By James Ramsey Murray | John Thomas McFarland | Martin Luther © 

Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain For use solely with the 

SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744 

(Stand) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel:  Luke 1:26-38 

 At long last, the Messiah is coming, born of Mary, to reign over Israel forever. 
 

PRAYER  

Leader Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 

which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 
 

CAROL Silent Night, Holy Night  
Verse 1 

Silent night holy night 

All is calm all is bright 

'Round yon virgin mother and child 

Holy infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

Sleep in heavenly peace 
 

Verse 2 

Silent night holy night 

Shepherds quake at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven afar 

Heav'nly hosts sing alleluia 

Christ the Savior is born 

Christ the Savior is born 

Verse 3 

Silent night holy night 

Son of God love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace 

Jesus Lord at Thy birth 

Jesus Lord at Thy birth 
 

By Franz Xaver Gruber | John Freeman Young | Joseph Mohr © Words: 

Public Domain Music: Public Domain For use solely with the 

SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744 

(ONLINE) BLESSING (Those in the sanctuary will continue with the Lord’s Supper) 
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PREPARATION FOR LORD’S SUPPER 

Leader The Lord be with you 

People And also with you. 
 

Leader Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Leader Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

People It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Leader On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, He gave thanks, broke it, 

and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take; eat; this is My Body, which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink of it, all of you; this is My blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People And also with you. 
 

We welcome to the Lord’s Table baptized believers who confess their sins, affirm their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and 

Savior, and who accept that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in Holy Communion, given for the forgiveness of sins.  
 

THE INVITATION 
(Sit) 
 

SONGS DURING COMMUNION  

What Child Is This? 
Verse 1 

What Child is this who laid to rest 

On Mary's lap is sleeping 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

While shepherds watch are keeping 

This this is Christ the King 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 

Haste haste to bring Him laud 

The Babe the Son of Mary 
 

Verse 2 

Why lies He in such mean estate 

Where ox and ass are feeding 

Good Christian fear for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading 

Nails spear shall pierce Him through 

The cross be borne for me for you 

Hail hail the Word made flesh 

The Babe the Son of Mary 

Verse 3 

So bring Him incense gold and myrrh 

Come peasant king to own Him 

The King of kings salvation brings 

Let loving hearts enthrone Him 

Raise raise the song on high 

The Virgin sings her lullaby 

Joy joy for Christ is born 

The Babe the Son of Mary 
 

By William Chatterton Dix © Words: Public Domain Music: Public 

Domain For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights 

reserved. CCLI License # 334744 
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Joy to the World 
Verse 1 

Joy to the world the Lord is come 

Let earth receive her King 

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 

And heav'n and nature sing 

And heav'n and nature sing 

And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing 
 

Verse 2 

Joy to the earth the Savior reigns 

Let men their songs employ 

While fields and floods 

Rocks hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat repeat the sounding joy 
 

Verse 3 

No more let sins and sorrows grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found 

Far as the curse is found 

Far as far as the curse is found 
 

Verse 4 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love 

And wonders of His love 

And wonders wonders of His love 
 

CCLI Song # 24016. George Frideric Handel | Isaac Watts. © Words: 

Public Domain. Music: Public Domain. For use solely with the SongSelect 

Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License # 334744 

BLESSING 
 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. 
Lutheran Service Builder HymnLicense.net # 10004192. 
 

Altar Flowers presented to the Glory of God for in thanksgiving of Sheri's parents' 65th Wedding 

Anniversary on December 29 by Charlie and Sheri Ellis. 

http://www.ccli.com/

