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Saturday, December 18, 2021  5:30 p.m. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 

Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 
 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

(Stand) 

INVOCATION 

Leader Now we worship in the name of the Father, and in the name of the Son, and in the name of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Leader Beloved in the Lord, today we prepare for Christmas by remembering the story of God’s 

salvation as we journey with God’s people of old from creation to Bethlehem, to see this 

thing which has come to pass, the baby Jesus, lying in a manger. As we read and sing the 

redemption story, we also pray that God would inhabit the praises of His people here. May 

our homes and this holy house be filled with the carols of our praise. May the echoes of our 

song resound in our communities as we live as God’s redeemed and forgiven people. God 

grant it, in Jesus’ name. 

People Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

People  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN The fourth advent candle is lit, signifying the peace we have in Christ. 

Once in Royal David's City Hymnal 376, Congregation sings verses 2-5 

Verse 1 – Cantor Only 

Once in royal David’s city 

    Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

    In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

Verse 2 

He came down to earth from heaven, 

    Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, 

    And His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly 

Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

Verse 3 

For He is our childhood’s pattern, 

    Day by day like us He grew; 

He was little, weak, and helpless, 

    Tears and smiles like us He knew; 

And He feels for all our sadness, 

And He shares in all our gladness. 

Verse 4 

And our eyes at last shall see Him, 

    Through His own redeeming love; 

For that child so dear and gentle 

    Is our Lord in heav’n above; 

And He leads His children on 

To the place where He is gone. 
 

Verse 5 

Not in that poor, lowly stable 

    With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 

    Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, 

All in white, His praise will sound! 
 

Text: Public domain 
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(Sit) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Genesis 2:4-9, 15-25  

God creates the crown jewel of His creation—Adam and Eve—and places them in paradise. 
 

CAROL At the Name of Jesus Hymnal 512, verses 1-3, and 6 (Tune: Noel Nouvelet) 

 

Verse 6 

Christians, this Lord Jesus 

    Shall return again 

In His Father’s glory, 

    With His angel train; 

For all wreaths of empire 

    Meet upon His brow, 

And our hearts confess Him 

    King of glory now. 
 

Public domain 
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Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Genesis 3:1-24  

Adam and Eve disobey God’s command and disrupt the order and goodness of creation. 
 

CAROL Prepare the Royal Highway Hymnal 343 verses 1, 2, 4 
Verse 1 

Prepare the royal highway; 

    The King of kings is near! 

Let ev’ry hill and valley 

    A level road appear! 

Then greet the King of Glory 

Foretold in sacred story: Refrain 
 

Refrain 

Hosanna to the Lord, 

For He fulfills God’s Word! 
 

Verse 2 

God’s people, see Him coming: 

    Your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before Him! 

    Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God’s promise will not fail you! 

No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain 
 

Verse 4 

His is no earthly kingdom; 

    It comes from heav’n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom 

    And justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding 

For kindness so abounding: Refrain 
 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110004192 

 

 

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament:  Isaiah 11:1-9  

The Messiah will come from the root of Jesse to restore the peace of creation. 
 

CAROL Savior of the Nations Come Hymnal 332, verses 1, 3, 7, 8 
Verse 1 

Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 
 

Verse 3 

Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 

In her womb this truth was shown: 

God was there upon His throne. 
 

Verse 7 

From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 
 

Verse 8 

Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
 

Text (sts. 3, 7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 8): © 1978 

Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 

no. 110004192. Text (st. 1): Public domain 
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Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Isaiah 40:1-11 

 The Messiah would be a Good Shepherd, speaking words of comfort to His people. 
 

CAROL Comfort, Comfort Ye My People Hymnal 347 
Verse 1 

“Comfort, comfort ye My people, 

    Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God; 

“Comfort those who sit in darkness, 

    Mourning ’neath their sorrows’ load. 

Speak ye to Jerusalem 

Of the peace that waits for them; 

    Tell her that her sins I cover 

    And her warfare now is over.” 
 

Verse 2 

Yea, her sins our God will pardon, 

    Blotting out each dark misdeed; 

All that well deserved His anger 

    He no more will see or heed. 

She hath suffered many_a day, 

Now her griefs have passed away; 

    God will change her pining sadness 

    Into ever-springing gladness. 
 

Verse 3 

Hark, the herald’s voice is crying 

    In the desert far and near, 

Calling sinners to repentance, 

    Since the Kingdom now is here. 

O that warning cry obey! 

Now prepare for God a way; 

    Let the valleys rise to meet Him 

    And the hills bow down to greet Him. 
 

Verse 4 

Make ye straight what long was crooked; 

    Make the rougher places plain. 

Let your hearts be true and humble, 

    As befits His holy reign. 

For the glory of the Lord 

Now o’er earth is shed abroad, 

    And all flesh shall see the token 

    That His Word is never broken. 
 

Text: Public domain 

(Stand) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Isaiah 64:1-9a 

 The people await a final sacrificial Lamb from heaven who would forgive their sin. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   
Leader God has sent the final sacrifice for our sin—Jesus Christ. In Him there is forgiveness and life. So 

let us come before our God and confess our sinfulness, that we might once again receive 

forgiveness and grace. O LORD, our Father, 

People Behold, You were angry, because we sinned. We have been in our sins a long time. We 

have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are as filthy rags 

before You. We fade like the leaf. Shall we be saved? Do not hide Your face from us. You 

are our Father. Do not be angry O LORD, and do not remember our sin forever. We are 

all Your people. Forgive us now, for the sake of Your Son Jesus. (Silence for reflection) 
 

Leader From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides our God, 

who acts for those who wait for Him. God has heard our prayer and in Christ He has forgiven 

all our sin. We have indeed been saved! 

People Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 
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CAROL On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry Hymnal 344, verses 1-3, 5 
Verse 1 

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings 

Glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 

Verse 2 

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 

Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare 

For Christ to come and enter there. 
 

Verse 3 

We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without Thy grace we waste away 

Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 
 

Verse 5 

All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 

Whose advent sets Thy people free, 

Whom with the Father we adore 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 
 

Text: Public domain 

(Sit) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament:  Micah 5:2-5a 

 The Messiah would be born in Bethlehem to bring peace between God and man. 
 

CAROL Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Hymnal 340, verses 1, 2, 4  

Verse 1 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 

Behold, the King of glory waits. 

The King of kings is drawing near; 

The Savior of the world is here. 

Life and salvation He doth bring; 

Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 

To God the Father raise 

Your joyful songs of praise. 
 

Verse 2 

A righteous Helper comes to thee; 

His chariot is humility, 

His kingly crown is holiness, 

His scepter, pity in distress. 

The end of all our woe He brings; 

Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 

To Christ the Savior raise 

Your grateful hymns of praise. 

Verse 4 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, 

Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

So shall your Sov’reign enter in 

And new and nobler life begin. 

To God alone be praise 

For word and deed and grace! 
 

Text: Public domain 
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Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Zephaniah 3:14-18 

 God has come to dwell among His people so that they never need fear again. 
 

CAROL Hark the Glad Sound  Hymnal 349 
Verse 1 

Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

    The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 

    And ev’ry voice a song. 
 

Verse 2 

He comes the pris’ners to release, 

    In Satan’s bondage held. 

The gates of brass before Him burst, 

    The iron fetters yield. 
 

Verse 3 

He comes the broken heart to bind, 

    The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace 

    To enrich the humble poor. 
 

Verse 4 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

    Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 

    With Thy belovèd name. 
 

Text: Public domain 

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament:  Isaiah 65:17-25 

 The Messiah will one day return to restore creation to its original glory. 
 

CAROL What Hope! An Eden Prophesied Hymnal 342, verses 1-3 
Verse 1 

What hope! An Eden prophesied 

    Where tame live with the wild; 

The lamb and lion side by side, 

    Led by a little child! 
 

Verse 2 

A shoot will sprout from Jesse’s stem, 

    A branch from David’s line, 

A Prince of Peace in Bethlehem: 

    The fruit of God’s design. 

Verse 3 

As banner of God’s love unfurled, 

    Christ came to suffer loss, 

That by His death a dying world 

    Would rally to the cross. 
 

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. 

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004192 
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(Stand) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel:  Luke 1:26-38 

 At long last, the Messiah is coming, born of Mary, to reign over Israel forever. 
 

PRAYER  

Leader Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 

which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 
 

CAROL Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus Hymnal 338, Tune 700 
Verse 1 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 

    Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; 

    Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

    Hope of all the earth Thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 

    Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

Verse 2 

Born Thy people to deliver; 

    Born a child and yet a king! 

Born to reign in us forever, 

    Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

    Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit 

    Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
 

Text: Public domain 

 

BENEDICTION (ONLINE ONLY) 
 

PREPARATION FOR LORD’S SUPPER 

Leader The Lord be with you 

People And also with you. 
 

Leader Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Leader Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

People It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Leader On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, He gave thanks, broke it, 

and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take; eat; this is My Body, which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink of it, all of you; this is My blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People And also with you. 
 

We welcome to the Lord’s Table baptized believers who confess their sins, affirm their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and 

Savior, and who accept that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in Holy Communion, given for the forgiveness of sins.  
 

THE INVITATION 
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(Sit) 

HYMN DURING LORD’S SUPPER Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence Hymnal 621 
Verse 1 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence 

    And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 

    For with blessing in His hand 

Christ our God to earth descending 

    Comes our homage to demand. 
 

Verse 2 

King of kings yet born of Mary, 

    As of old on earth He stood, 

Lord of lords in human vesture, 

    In the body and the blood, 

He will give to all the faithful 

    His own self for heav’nly food. 
 

Verse 3 

Rank on rank the host of heaven 

    Spreads its vanguard on the way 

As the Light of Light, descending 

    From the realms of endless day, 

Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish 

    As the darkness clears away. 
 

Verse 4 

At His feet the six-winged seraph, 

    Cherubim with sleepless eye, 

Veil their faces to the presence 

    As with ceaseless voice they cry: 

“Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 
 

Text: Public domain 

 

BLESSING 
 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. 
Lutheran Service Builder HymnLicense.net # 10004192. 
 

Special thanks to our kantorei. 
 

Altar Flowers presented to the Glory of God for in thanksgiving of Sheri's parents' 65th Wedding 

Anniversary on December 29 by Charlie and Sheri Ellis. 


