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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
If you are a guest with us today, we are so glad you are here! We invite you to fill out a yellow card from the pew 

rack and put it in the offering plate during worship. You will find all of the words in the worship service projected at 

the front of the church or in this bulletin. 
 

If you have something you would like us to pray about this week, you can write it on the back of the yellow card. 

Our staff and prayer team will pray for the requests during the week. If you so choose, we will post your request 

online at our prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We believe God’s Word is the sole authority for this life. We are imperfect 

people loving imperfect people. Our prayer for you today is that you would connect to God and grow closer and 

closer to Him each day. 
 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 
We are currently in the season of Christmas. White paraments remind us of purity and completeness. 

Christ came to earth blameless, born to be the perfect sacrifice. White is the best festive color, and we will 

see it again for Epiphany on January 8-9. 
 

To participate in this service, just follow along in this service folder. Lutheran worship is specifically 

designed to include your participation. We are not here to be an audience; we are here to speak and sing 

the Word of God to each other. Parts marked “Leader” are spoken by the pastor or other worship leaders, 

and parts marked “People” are spoken by the congregation. Congregational parts are also printed in bold. 

It looks like this: 
 

Leader Spoken by a worship leader. 

People Spoken by the congregation. 
 

To help you understand the different parts of worship today, we’ve provided several side notes 

throughout the service folder. Read the notes to discover some of the meaning behind the words and 

parts of the service. You will find a deeper appreciation for the rich symbolism and spiritual meaning 

behind Lutheran worship. 
 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty God, You have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and lived among us. Let the 

light of our faith shine in all that we do; through Your son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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PRELUDE  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 
 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr., Lead Pastor 
 

(Stand) 

OPENING HYMN Today Your Mercy Calls Us Hymnal 375, verses 1-4 

Verse 1 

Come, your hearts and voices raising, 

Christ the Lord with gladness praising; 

Loudly sing His love amazing, 

    Worthy folk of Christendom. 
 

Verse 2 

Christ, from heav’n to us descending 

And in love our race befriending; 

In our need His help extending, 

    Saved us from the wily foe. 

Verse 3 

Jacob’s star in all its splendor 

Beams with comfort sweet and tender, 

Forcing Satan to surrender, 

    Breaking all the pow’rs of hell. 
 

Verse 4 

From the bondage that oppressed us, 

From sin’s fetters that possessed us, 

From the grief that sore distressed us, 

    We, the captives, now are free. 
 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004192

 

INVOCATION  
Leader We worship in the Triune name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People Amen.  
 

Leader I praise You, 

People for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14 
 

Leader I commend myself to You, O Lord, 

People for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14 
 

Leader Keep me from all harm and danger, 

People for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14 
 

Leader Equip me to be a steward of my life, a gift from You, 

People for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14 
 

Leader Restore me to health when I am not well, 

People for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14 
 

Leader Keep me until the day when You make me new, 

People for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14 
 

  

Pastor will make the 

sign of the cross 

whenever we use 

Triune name of God 

(Father, Son, Holy 

Spirit). It is a 

reminder of our 

baptism in the same 

name. Some in the 

congregation will 

join in making the 

sign of the cross. 
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CONFESSION  
Leader We are indeed fearfully and wonderfully made. However, because we are sinful 

people, we have corrupted His beautiful creation. But God has provided the means 

for us to be made new again. In fact, when we confess our sins to Him, that’s exactly 

what happens. He forgives us and makes us wonderfully new again. So let us 

confess our sins to God this morning. 

People Creator God, we have sinned. You demanded perfection, but we fall far short. 

We are sorry. For the sake of Jesus, forgive us our sins and make us wonderfully 

new again today. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. (silence for personal confession) 
 

ABSOLUTION 
Leader Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:17 that “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 

The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” The God who fearfully and 

wonderfully made us has made us new creations again. Rejoice, for our sins are 

forgiven! 

People Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, Child born to save us!  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE Today Your Mercy Calls Us Hymnal 375, verses 5-6 

Verse 5 

Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to You we come confessing 

    That Your love has set us free. 

Verse 6 

Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 

From Your lowly manger cheer us, 

Gently lead us and be near us 

    Till we join Your choir above. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004192 

 

(Sit) 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Isaiah 30:8–17 

And now, go, write it before them on a tablet and inscribe it in a book, that it may be 

for the time to come as a witness forever. For they are a rebellious people, lying 

children, children unwilling to hear the instruction of the Lord; who say to the seers, 

“Do not see,” and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; speak to us 

smooth things, prophesy illusions, leave the way, turn aside from the path, let us hear 

no more about the Holy One of Israel.” Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, 

“Because you despise this word and trust in oppression and perverseness and rely on 

them, therefore this iniquity shall be to you like a breach in a high wall, bulging out, 

and about to collapse, whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; and its breaking 

is like that of a potter’s vessel that is smashed so ruthlessly that among its fragments 

not a shard is found with which to take fire from the hearth, or to dip up water out of 

the cistern.” For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest 

you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” But you were 

unwilling, and you said, “No! We will flee upon horses”; therefore you shall flee away; 

and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; therefore your pursuers shall be swift. A 

thousand shall flee at the threat of one; at the threat of five you shall flee, till you are 

left like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, like a signal on a hill. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.  
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Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Romans 8:31b–39 

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave 

him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall 

bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? 

Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right 

hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, 

or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are 

regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 

angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

(Stand) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: Luke 12:35–40 

People Glory to You, O Lord. 

Reader [Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men 

who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they 

may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those 

servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress 

himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. If 

he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those 

servants! But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the 

thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. You also must be 

ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

Reader This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. (Sit) 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
 

MESSAGE HYMN Let Us All with Gladsome Voice Hymnal 390 
Verse 1 

Let us all with gladsome voice 

    Praise the God of heaven, 

Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, 

    His own Son hath given. 
 

Verse 2 

To this vale of tears He comes, 

    Here to serve in sadness, 

That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes 

    We may reign in gladness. 

Verse 3 

We are rich, for He was poor; 

    Is not this a wonder? 

Therefore praise God evermore 

    Here on earth and yonder. 
 

Verse 4 

Christ, our Lord and Savior dear, 

    Be Thou ever near us. 

Grant us now a glad new year. 

    Amen, Jesus, hear us. 
 

Text: Public domain

 

MESSAGE Lead Us into 2022 Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr., Lead Pastor 
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(Stand)  

CHRISTMAS CREED  
People I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, who sent His 

Son as my Savior on Christmas.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, announced by the angels, worshiped by the 

shepherds, and adored by the wise men; who lived to suffer, die, and rise again 

to free me from sin, death, and the power of the devil.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith in the Christ of 

Christmas and by whose work in my heart I am led to lay before the feet of 

Christ the treasures of my love and live under Him as my King both now and 

forevermore. Amen. 
 

(Sit) 

OFFERING INVITATION Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 
 

OFFERING Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Hymnal 393  

Verse 1 

Infant holy, 

    Infant lowly, 

For His bed a cattle stall; 

    Oxen lowing, 

    Little knowing 

Christ the child is Lord of all. 

    Swiftly winging, 

    Angels singing, 

    Bells are ringing, 

    Tidings bringing: 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 

Verse 2 

Flocks were sleeping, 

    Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new 

    Saw the glory, 

    Heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 

    Thus rejoicing, 

    Free from sorrow, 

    Praises voicing, 

    Greet the morrow: 

Christ the child was born for you! 

Christ the child was born for you! 

Verse 3 

Star was blazing,  

    wise men gazing 

Knew the prophecy was true; 

    Starlight guided, 

    God provided, 

Sought the Child to give their due. 

    Adoration, 

    Gifts and glory, 

    For salvation, 

    Spread the story: 

Christ the child was born for you! 

Christ the child was born for you! 
 

Text: Public domain

We use this creed on 

Christmas Eve and 

the 12 days of 

Christmas. It retains 

the same structure 

as the Apostles' 

Creed, confessing 

Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit--but does 

so with an emphasis 

on Christ's sending 

(Father), birth, death, 

and resurrection 

(Son), and Kingship 

(Holy Spirit). 

At each of our 

Christmas services, 

we have sung or 

heard this hymn in 

some form. Today 

we include a new 

verse, focused on 

the coming Epiphany 

of Christ, which we 

will celebrate next 

week. 



7 

Leader Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs. 
 

Leader Lord, in Your Mercy 

People Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
People Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PREPARATION FOR LORD’S SUPPER 
Leader The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Leader Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Leader Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

People It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Leader On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, He gave thanks, 

broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take; eat; this is My Body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you; this is My blood of the new 

covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Leader The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People And also with you. 
 

THE INVITATION  
 

HOME DISTRIBUTION 
 

AGNUS DEI  Hymnal page 210 
Verse 1 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

Verse 2 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

  

We welcome to the 

Lord’s Table 

baptized believers 

who confess their 

sins, affirm their faith 

in Jesus Christ as 

Lord and Savior, and 

who accept that 

Christ’s body and 

blood are truly 

present in Holy 

Communion, given 

for the forgiveness 

of sins. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 

Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior Hymnal 619 
Verse 1 

Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior, 

    Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed, 

These are my life and strength forever, 

    By them my hungry soul is fed.  
 

Refrain 

Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 

Be for my soul the highest good! 
 

Verse 2 

With Thee, Lord, I am now united; 

    I live in Thee and Thou in me. 

No sorrow fills my soul, delighted 

    It finds its only joy in Thee.  
 

Verse 3 

Who can condemn me now? For surely 

    The Lord is nigh, who justifies. 

No hell I fear, and thus securely 

    With Jesus I to heaven rise.  

Verse 4 

Though death may threaten with disaster, 

    It cannot rob me of my cheer; 

For He who is of death the master 

    With aid and comfort e’er is near.  
 

Verse 5 

My heart has now become Thy dwelling, 

    O blessèd, holy Trinity. 

With angels I, Thy praises telling, 

    Shall live in joy eternally.  
 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004192

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing Hymnal 643 
Verse 1 

Sent forth by God’s blessing, 

    Our true faith confessing, 

The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

    The Supper is ended. 

    O now be extended 

The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

    The seed of His teaching, 

    Receptive souls reaching, 

Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

    His grace did invite us, 

    His love shall unite us 

To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 
 

Verse 2 

With praise and thanksgiving 

    To God ever-living, 

The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 

    Our faith ever sharing, 

    In love ever caring, 

Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 

    With Your feast You feed us, 

    With Your light now lead us; 

Unite us as one in this life that we share. 

    Then may all the living 

    With praise and thanksgiving 

Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 
 

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: 

LSB Hymn License no. 110004192

 

BLESSING  
 

POSTLUDE 

Unless noted 

otherwise, scripture 

passage came from 

the English Standard 

Version. 

Lutheran Service 

Builder 

HymnLicense.net # 

10004192. 

 

Special thanks to our 

kantorei. 

 

Altar Flowers 

presented to the 

Glory of God in 

Loving Memory of 

Rich Gaffney by 

Susan & Phil DePlato 

& Cheryl Lenihan. 


