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GATHERING SONG 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 
 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr., Lead Pastor 
 

(Stand) 

OPENING SONG 
Stand In Your Love 

Verse 1 

When darkness tries to roll over my bones 

When sorrow comes to steal the joy I own 

When brokenness and pain is all I know 

Oh, I won’t be shaken, no, I won’t be shaken 
 

Chorus 

My fear doesn’t stand a chance 

When I stand in Your love 

My fear doesn’t stand a chance 

When I stand in Your love 

My fear doesn’t stand a chance 

When I stand in Your love! 
 

Verse 2 

Shame no longer has a place to hide 

I am not a captive to the lies 

I’m not afraid to leave my past behind 

Oh, I won’t be shaken, no, I won’t be shaken! 
 

Bridge 

There’s power that can break off every chain 

There’s power that can empty out a grave 

There’s resurrection power that can save 

There’s power in Your name, power in Your name 
 

By Ethan Hulse / Josh Baldwin / Marcus R. Harris / Rita E Springer Stand in 

Your Love lyrics © Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, Essential Music 

Publishing, Bethel Music Publishing, Music Services, Inc All rights reserved. 

CCLI License # 334744 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP  
Leader We worship in the Triune name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People Amen.  
 

Leader I praise You, 

People for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14 
 

Leader I commend myself to You, O Lord, 

People for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14 
 

Leader Keep me from all harm and danger, 

People for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14 
 

Leader Equip me to be a steward of my life, a gift from You, 

People for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14 
 

Leader Restore me to health when I am not well, 

People for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14 
 

Leader Keep me until the day when You make me new, 

People for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14 
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CONFESSION 
Leader We are indeed fearfully and wonderfully made. However, because we are sinful people, we have 

corrupted His beautiful creation. But God has provided the means for us to be made new again. In fact, 

when we confess our sins to Him, that’s exactly what happens. He forgives us and makes us wonderfully 

new again. So let us confess our sins to God this morning. 

People Creator God, we have sinned. You demanded perfection, but we fall far short. We are sorry. For 

the sake of Jesus, forgive us our sins and make us wonderfully new again today. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. Amen. (silence for personal confession) 
 

ABSOLUTION 
Leader Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:17 that “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 

away; behold, the new has come.” The God who fearfully and wonderfully made us has made us new 

creations again. Rejoice, for our sins are forgiven! 

People Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, Child born to save us!  
 

(Sit) 

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH HIS WORD 
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Isaiah 30:8–17 

And now, go, write it before them on a tablet and inscribe it in a book, that it may be for the time to 

come as a witness forever. For they are a rebellious people, lying children, children unwilling to hear the 

instruction of the Lord; who say to the seers, “Do not see,” and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us 

what is right; speak to us smooth things, prophesy illusions, leave the way, turn aside from the path, let 

us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.” Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, “Because you 

despise this word and trust in oppression and perverseness and rely on them, therefore this iniquity 

shall be to you like a breach in a high wall, bulging out, and about to collapse, whose breaking comes 

suddenly, in an instant; and its breaking is like that of a potter’s vessel that is smashed so ruthlessly that 

among its fragments not a shard is found with which to take fire from the hearth, or to dip up water out 

of the cistern.” For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be 

saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” But you were unwilling, and you said, “No! We 

will flee upon horses”; therefore you shall flee away; and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; therefore your 

pursuers shall be swift. A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; at the threat of five you shall flee, till 

you are left like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, like a signal on a hill. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Romans 8:31b–39 

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, 

how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s 

elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, 

who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate 

us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

danger, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as 

sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel of Luke 12:35–40 

 [Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men who are waiting for 

their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when 

he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I 

say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve 

them. If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 

But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not 

have left his house to be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour 

you do not expect.” 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
 

MESSAGE Lead Us into 2022 Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr., Lead Pastor 
 

(Stand) 

CHRISTMAS CREED  
People I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, who sent His Son as my Savior 

on Christmas.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, announced by the angels, worshiped by the shepherds, and adored by the wise men; 

who lived to suffer, die, and rise again to free me from sin, death, and the power of the devil.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith in the Christ of Christmas and by whose 

work in my heart I am led to lay before the feet of Christ the treasures of my love and live under 

Him as my King both now and forevermore. Amen. 
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(Sit) 

OFFERING  
Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 

You Say 

Verse 1 

I keep fighting voices in my mind 

That say I'm not enough 

Ev'ry single lie that tells me 

I will never measure up 
 

Verse 2 

Am I more than just the sum of 

Ev'ry high and ev'ry low 

Remind me once again just who I am 

Because I need to know oo oh 
 

Chorus 

You say I am loved when I can't feel a thing 

You say I am strong when I think I am weak 

You say I am held when I am falling short 

And when I don't belong oh You say I am Yours 

And I believe oh I believe 

What You say of me I believe 

Verse 3 

The only thing that matters now 

Is ev'rything You think of me 

In You I find my worth 

In You I find my identity 
 

Bridge 

Taking all I have and now I'm laying it at Your feet 

You'll have ev'ry failure God 

You'll have ev'ry victory 
 

Ending 

Oh I believe yes I believe 

What You say of me I believe 
 

Jason Ingram | Lauren Daigle | Paul Mabury © 2016 CentricSongs (Admin. by 

Capitol CMG Publishing) See You At The Pub (Admin. by Capitol CMG 

Publishing) Fellow Ships Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

ICM Crescendo Royalty Publishing (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing 

LLC) So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) For use 

solely with the SongSelect® All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on Earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are Yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

PREPARATION FOR LORD’S SUPPER 
Leader The Lord be with you 

People And also with you. 
 

Leader Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Leader Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

People It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Leader On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, He gave thanks, broke it, and 

gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take; eat; this is My Body, which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink of it, all of you; this is My blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People And also with you.  
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We welcome to the Lord’s Table baptized believers who confess their sins, affirm their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord 

and Savior, and who accept that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in Holy Communion, given for the 

forgiveness of sins.  
 

THE INVITATION AND HOME DISTRIBUTION 
 

SONGS DURING LORD’S SUPPER  
Away in a Manger

Verse 1 

Away in a manger no crib for a bed 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head 

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay 
 

Verse 2 

The cattle are lowing the Baby awakes 

But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes 

I love Thee Lord Jesus look down from the sky 

And stay by my cradle 'til morning is nigh 

Verse 3 

Be near me Lord Jesus I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me I pray 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care 

And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there 
 

By James Ramsey Murray | John Thomas McFarland | Martin Luther © Words: 

Public Domain Music: Public Domain For use solely with the SongSelect 

Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744 

Scars

Verse 1 

Waking up to a new sunrise 

Looking back from the other side 

I can see now with open eyes 

Darkest water and deepest pain 

I wouldn't trade it for anything 

'Cause my brokenness brought me to You 

And these wounds are a story You'll use 
 

Chorus 1 

(So) I'm thankful for the scars 

'Cause without them I wouldn't know Your heart 

And I know they'll always tell of who You are 

So forever I am thankful for the scars 
 

Verse 2 

Now I'm standing in confidence 

With the strength of Your faithfulness 

And I'm not who I was before 

No I don't have to fear anymore 

 

Bridge 

I can see 

I can see 

How You delivered me 

In Your hands 

In Your feet 

I found my victory 
 

Chorus 2 

I'm thankful for Your scars 

'Cause without them I wouldn't know Your heart 

And with my life I'll tell of who You are 

So forever I am thankful 
 

Ethan Hulse | Jon McConnell | Matthew Armstrong | Matthew Hein © Be 

Essential Songs (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) EGH Music 

Publishing (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) I Am "They" 

Publishing (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) Curb Wordspring 

Music (Admin. by W.C.M. Music Corp.) Eyes Up Songs (Admin. by W.C.M. 

Music Corp.) For use solely with the SongSelect®. All rights reserved. CCLI 

License # 334744 
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(Stand) 

CLOSING SONG   
How Great Is Our God 
Verse 1 

The splendor of the King 

Clothed in majesty 

Let all the earth rejoice 

All the earth rejoice 

He wraps Himself in light 

And darkness tries to hide 

And trembles at His voice 

And trembles at His voice 
 

Chorus 1 

How great is our God 

Sing with me 

How great is our God 

And all will see how great 

How great is our God 
 

Verse 2 

And age to age He stands 

And time is in His hands 

Beginning and the End 

Beginning and the End 

The Godhead three in one 

Father Spirit Son 

The Lion and the Lamb 

The Lion and the Lamb 
 

Bridge 

Name above all names 

Worthy of all praise 

My heart will sing 

How great is our God 
 

By Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash | Jesse Reeves © 2004 sixsteps Music (Admin. by 

Capitol CMG Publishing) worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol 

CMG Publishing) Wondrously Made Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI 

License # 334744 

 

BLESSING 
 

SILENT PRAYER AND POSTLUDE 
 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. 

Lutheran Service Builder HymnLicense.net # 10004192. 
 

Altar Flowers presented to the Glory of God in Loving Memory of Rich Gaffney  

by Susan & Phil DePlato & Cheryl Lenihan. 


