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Saturday, October 30, 2021 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday, October 31, 2021 8:45 a.m. 

 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
If you are a guest with us today, we are so glad you are here! We invite you to fill out a yellow card 

from the pew rack and put it in the offering plate during worship. You will find all of the words in the 

worship service projected at the front of the church or in this bulletin. 
 

If you have something you would like us to pray about this week, you can write it on the back of the 

yellow card. Our staff and prayer team will pray for the requests during the week. If you so choose, we 

will post your request online at our prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We believe God’s Word is the sole authority for this life. We are 

imperfect people loving imperfect people. Our prayer for you today is that you would connect to God 

and grow closer and closer to Him each day. 
 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 
Today we are celebrating the 504th anniversary of the Reformation. At the Festival of the Reformation, 

we give thanks that by God’s grace alone—revealed through His Word alone—we have been rescued 

through faith alone from sin, death, and the devil. While we are still in “The Time of the Church” or 

“The Season after Pentecost”, we mark festivals like Reformation with red paraments. The color red 

communicates the strength and power we have- by the Holy Spirit- to call on the name of Jesus Christ 

and share that powerful name with others. 
 

To help you understand the different parts of worship today, we’ve provided several side notes 

throughout the service folder. Read the notes to discover some of the meaning behind the words and 

parts of the service. You will find a deeper appreciation for the rich symbolism and spiritual meaning 

behind Lutheran worship. 
 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit upon Your faithful people. Keep them steadfast 

in Your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and 

bestow on the Church Your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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PRELUDE Fantasia on Ebenezer | arr. by Tammy Waldrop | played by the Bell Choir 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 
 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

(Stand) 

OPENING HYMN Thy Strong Word LSB Hymnal 578 
 

Verse 1 

Thy strong word did cleave  

the darkness; 

    At Thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank Thee, 

    While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 
 

Verse 2 

Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 

    Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, 

    Breathed Thine own life- 

breathing breath. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 
 

Verse 3 

Thy strong Word bespeaks us 

righteous; 

    Bright with Thine own holiness, 

Glorious now, we press toward glory, 

    And our lives our hopes confess. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

Verse 4 

From the cross Thy wisdom shining 

    Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 

From the cross forever beameth 

    All Thy bright redeeming light. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 
 

Verse 5 

Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 
 

Verse 6 

God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 
 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004192
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INVOCATION  
Leader In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 

CONFESSION  
Leader If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

1 John 1:8 

People But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9  

(silence for personal confession) 
 

Leader Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

Leader In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 

the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 

Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. John 1:12, Philippians 1:6 

People Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE Gloria in Excelsis LSB Hymnal 154 

Kantorei Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
 

People Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

  

In the Absolution, we 

receive God's 

forgiveness. Usually, it 

takes a form like "God 

has forgiven your sins 

because of Jesus", 

though the exact 

wording is quite 

varied. The word 

"Absolution" comes 

from the Latin, 

absolvere, which 

means "to loosen, set 

free, or absolve". (See 

1 John 1:8-9) 
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COLLECT 
Leader The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Leader Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful 

people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us 

in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your 

Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 
 

(Sit) 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: 2 Chronicles 20:9-17 

 ‘If disaster comes upon us, the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, 

we will stand before this house and before you—for your name is in this 

house—and cry out to you in our affliction, and you will hear and save.’ 

And now behold, the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir, whom 

you would not let Israel invade when they came from the land of Egypt, 

and whom they avoided and did not destroy— behold, they reward us by 

coming to drive us out of your possession, which you have given us to 

inherit. O our God, will you not execute judgment on them? For we are 

powerless against this great horde that is coming against us. We do not 

know what to do, but our eyes are on you.” Meanwhile all Judah stood 

before the Lord, with their little ones, their wives, and their children. And 

the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, son of 

Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in 

the midst of the assembly. And he said, “Listen, all Judah and inhabitants 

of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: Thus says the Lord to you, ‘Do not be 

afraid and do not be dismayed at this great horde, for the battle is not 

yours but God’s. Tomorrow go down against them. Behold, they will come 

up by the ascent of Ziz. You will find them at the end of the valley, east of 

the wilderness of Jeruel. You will not need to fight in this battle. Stand 

firm, hold your position, and see the salvation of the Lord on your behalf, 

O Judah and Jerusalem.’ Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed. 

Tomorrow go out against them, and the Lord will be with you.” 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

  

The books of Samuel, 

Kings, and Chronicles 

record the history of 

God’s people during 

the time of kings, from 

Saul to Jehoiachin- a 

period of almost 400 

years. 
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Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Romans 8:1-8 

 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of 

sin and death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could 

not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 

condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the 

law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 

according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their 

minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit 

set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is 

death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is 

set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, 

it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

(Stand) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel of Matthew 6:25-34 

People Glory to You, O Lord. 

Reader “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or 

what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life 

more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the 

air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you 

by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you 

anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they 

neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 

arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which 

today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more 

clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What 

shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the 

Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 

need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 

all these things will be added to you. “Therefore do not be anxious about 

tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its 

own trouble. 

Reader This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to You, O Christ. 

(Sit) 
 

(8:45) CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Sue Steege,  

Director of Transformation Ministries 
 

  

Paul wrote Romans in 

AD 55 to the 

Christians in Rome. A 

major theme in 

Romans is that God 

declares us righteous 

through faith in Christ. 

Matthew was also 

known as Levi. This 

former tax collector 

became a disciple 

when Jesus asked 

Matthew to follow 

Him. He wrote this 

Gospel around AD 50 

to early Christian 

churches comprised of 

both Jews and Gentiles 

around the world. 
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MESSAGE HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God LSB Hymnal 656 
Sung by the Kantorei 

The Lord of hosts is with us, 

The God of Jacob is our Refuge. 
 

Verse 1 

A mighty fortress is our God, 

    A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need 

    That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil foe 

Now means deadly woe; 

    Deep guile and great might 

    Are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 
 

Verse 2 

With might of ours can naught be 

done, 

    Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the valiant One, 

    Whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this? 

Jesus Christ it is, 

    Of Sabaoth Lord, 

    And there’s none other God; 

He holds the field forever. 
 

Verse 3 

Though devils all the world should fill, 

    All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill; 

    They shall not overpow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still 

Scowl fierce as he will, 

    He can harm us none. 

    He’s judged; the deed is done; 

One little word can fell him. 
 

Sung by the Kantorei 

The Lord of hosts is with us, 

The God of Jacob is our Refuge. 
 

Verse 4 

The Word they still shall let remain 

    Nor any thanks have for it; 

He’s by our side upon the plain 

    With His good gifts and Spirit. 

And take they our life, 

Goods, fame, child, and wife, 

    Though these all be gone, 

    Our vict’ry has been won; 

The Kingdom ours remaineth. 
 

Sung by the Kantorei 

The Lord of hosts is with us, 

The God of Jacob is our Refuge. 
 

Text: Public domain 

 

MESSAGE Calm My Anxious Mind Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

(Stand) 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
People I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

This “battle hymn” of 

the Reformation is still 

used annually to 

celebrate Luther’s 

work 504 years ago. 

Luther wrote this 

hymn, which is based 

on Psalm 46, and 

would often sing it 

with his close friend 

Philip Melanchthon, 

another reformer, 

during times of sorrow 

and distress. 
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(Sit) 

OFFERING INVITATION  
Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 
 

OFFERING ANTHEM Speak, O Lord Sung by the Kantorei 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 

To receive the food of Your Holy Word. 

Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 

That the light of Christ might be seen today 

In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us 

All Your purposes for Your glory. 
 

Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 

Holy reverence, true humility; 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 

In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see 

Your majestic love and authority. 

Words of pow'r that can never fail— 

Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 
 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 

Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us— 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 

That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we'll stand on Your promises, 

And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built 

And the earth is filled with Your glory. 
 

by Keith and Kristyn Getty 

 

PRAYER  
 

(Stand) 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

  

The Third Petition - 

Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. 

What does this 

mean? The good and 

gracious will of God is 

done even without our 

prayer, but we pray in 

this petition that it 

may be done among 

us also. 

How is God’s will 

done? God’s will is 

done when He breaks 

and hinders every evil 

plan and purpose of 

the devil, the world, 

and our sinful nature, 

which do not want us 

to hallow God’s name 

or let His kingdom 

come; and when He 

strengthens and keeps 

us firm in His Word 

and faith until we die. 

This is His good and 

gracious will.  

(From Luther’s Small 

Catechism) 
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CLOSING HYMN Almighty Father, Bless the Word LSB Hymnal 923 
Verse 1 

Almighty Father, bless the Word 

Which through Your grace we now have heard. 

Oh, may the precious seed take root, 

Spring up, and bear abundant fruit! 
 

Verse 2 

We praise You for the means of grace 

As homeward now our steps we trace. 

Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here 

May all at last in heav’n appear. 
 

Verse 3 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

Text: Public domain 

 

BLESSING 
 

POSTLUDE Partita on Ebenezer, V. Toccata | by Benjamin Culli Unless noted 

otherwise, scripture 

passage came from 

the English Standard 

Version. 

Lutheran Service 

Builder 

HymnLicense.net # 

10004192. 

Special thanks to our 

Kantorei. 

Altar Flowers 

presented to the Glory 

of God in Loving 

Memory of Family and 

Friends by Terri and 

John Mecca. 


