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FIRST TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1570 Niagara Falls Boulevard 
Tonawanda, New York 14150 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
If you are a guest with us today, we are so glad you are here! We invite you to fill out a 
yellow card from the pew rack and put it in the offering plate during worship. You will find 
all of the words in the worship service projected at the front of the church or in this bulletin. 
 

If you have something you would like us to pray about this week, you can write it on the 
back of the yellow card. Our staff and prayer team will pray for the requests during the 
week. If you so choose, we will post your request online at our prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We believe God’s Word is the sole authority for this life. 
We are imperfect people loving imperfect people. Our prayer for you today is that you 
would connect to God and grow closer and closer to Him each day. 
 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 
We are currently in “The Time of the Church” or more commonly known as “The Season 
after Pentecost”, the liturgical period following the Easter season. Green paraments adorn 
the altar, pulpit, and lectern during this season, representing our need to grow and mature 
as disciples of Jesus Christ. We constantly rely on God’s grace to grow and maintain our 
faith, which is why this is the longest season in the church calendar! The season lasts 
anywhere from 22-28 weeks, depending on when Easter falls—that’s about half the year! 
 

To participate in this service, just follow along in this service folder. Lutheran worship is 
specifically designed to include your participation. We are not here to be an audience; we 
are here to speak and sing the Word of God to each other. Parts marked “Leader” are 
spoken by the pastor or other worship leaders, and parts marked “People” are spoken by 
the congregation. Congregational parts are also printed in bold. It looks like this: 
 

Leader Spoken by a worship leader. 
People Spoken by the congregation. 
 

To help you understand the different parts of worship today, we’ve provided several side 
notes throughout the service folder. Read the notes to discover some of the meaning 
behind the words and parts of the service. You will find a deeper appreciation for the rich 
symbolism and spiritual meaning behind Lutheran worship. 
 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ You have revealed Your glory among the nations. 
Preserve the works of Your mercy, that Your Church throughout the world may persevere 
with steadfast faith in the confession of Your name; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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PRELUDE  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 
 

WELCOME 
 

(Stand) 
OPENING HYMN Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising LSB Hymnal 375, 

verses 1, 2, 4, and 5 
 
Verse 1 
Come, your hearts and voices raising, 
Christ the Lord with gladness praising; 
Loudly sing His love amazing, 
    Worthy folk of Christendom. 
 
Verse 2 
Christ, from heav’n to us descending 
And in love our race befriending; 
In our need His help extending, 
    Saved us from the wily foe. 
 

Verse 4 
From the bondage that oppressed us, 
From sin’s fetters that possessed us, 
From the grief that sore distressed us, 
    We, the captives, now are free. 
 
Verse 5 
Oh, the joy beyond expressing 
When by faith we grasp this blessing, 
And to You we come confessing 
    That Your love has set us free. 
 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004192

 

INVOCATION  
Leader In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People Amen. 
 

CONFESSION  
Leader If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not  

in us. 1 John 1:8 
People But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
1 John 1:9 (silence for personal confession) 

 

Leader Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 

 

  

Invocation comes 
from the Latin, "to 
call upon." Used at 
the beginning of 
the service, it 
serves as a 
reminder of 
Baptism as we 
begin in the name 
of the Trinity: 
Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. The 
Trinity is often 
represented with 
interlocking circles. 
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ABSOLUTION 
Leader In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 

us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who 
believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the 
children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the 
Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion 
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. John 1:12, Philippians 1:6 

People Amen. 
 

KYRIE 
Leader In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray  
to the Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise let us pray to the Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE Gloria in Excelsis LSB Hymnal 154 
Choir Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
 

People Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

COLLECT 
Leader The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Leader Let us pray. 
O God, the helper of all who call on You, have mercy on us and 
give us eyes of faith to see Your Son that we may follow Him on 
the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 

(GLOW-ree-uh in 
ek-SHELL-sis). 
Latin for “glory to 
the Father.” A 
Trinitarian 
doxology used to 
conclude a psalm 
or Introit. 
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(Sit) 
SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Numbers 13:1-2, 25-14:4 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Send men to spy out the land 
of Canaan, which I am giving to the people of Israel. From each 
tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a chief 
among them.” At the end of forty days they returned from spying 
out the land. And they came to Moses and Aaron and to all the 
congregation of the people of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at 
Kadesh. They brought back word to them and to all the 
congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. And they 
told him, “We came to the land to which you sent us. It flows with 
milk and honey, and this is its fruit. However, the people who 
dwell in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified and very 
large. And besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there. The 
Amalekites dwell in the land of the Negeb. The Hittites, the 
Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the hill country. And the 
Canaanites dwell by the sea, and along the Jordan.” But Caleb 
quieted the people before Moses and said, “Let us go up at once 
and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.” Then the men 
who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up 
against the people, for they are stronger than we are.” So they 
brought to the people of Israel a bad report of the land that they 
had spied out, saying, “The land, through which we have gone to 
spy it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people 
that we saw in it are of great height. And there we saw the 
Nephilim (the sons of Anak, who come from the Nephilim), and 
we seemed to ourselves like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to 
them.” Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the 
people wept that night. And all the people of Israel grumbled 
against Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said to them, 
“Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we 
had died in this wilderness! Why is the Lord bringing us into this 
land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will 
become a prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to 
Egypt?” And they said to one another, “Let us choose a leader and 
go back to Egypt.”  

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Philippians 1:9-14 
And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, 
with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve 
what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. I want you to know, 
brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to 
advance the gospel, so that it has become known throughout 
the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my 
imprisonment is for Christ. And most of the brothers, having 
become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much 
more bold to speak the word without fear. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

(Stand) 
Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel of Luke 6:43-49 
People Glory to You, O Lord. 
Reader “For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear 

good fruit, for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not 
gathered from thornbushes, nor are grapes picked from a 
bramble bush. The good person out of the good treasure of his 
heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure 
produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth 
speaks. “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell 
you? Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does 
them, I will show you what he is like: he is like a man building a 
house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And 
when a flood arose, the stream broke against that house and 
could not shake it, because it had been well built. But the one 
who hears and does not do them is like a man who built a 
house on the ground without a foundation. When the stream 
broke against it, immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house 
was great.” 

Reader This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to You, O Christ. 
(Sit) 
 

(8:45) CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Sue Steege,  
Director of Transformation Ministries 
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MESSAGE HYMN When Peace, Like a River LSB Hymnal 763 
Verse 1 
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 
    When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
    It is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain 
 
Refrain 
It is well (It is well) 
with my soul, (with my soul), 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
Verse 2 
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
    Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 
    And hath shed His own blood for my soul. Refrain 
 
Verse 3 
He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 
    My sin, not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 
    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 
 
Verse 4 
And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 
    The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
    Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 
 
Text: Public domain 
 

MESSAGE Defeat Your Negative Thoughts  
Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 

 
(Stand) 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
People I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   
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(Sit) 
OFFERING INVITATION  
Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 
 

OFFERING ANTHEM  
How Firm a Foundation, O Saints of the Lord Sung by the Choir 
 

PRAYER  
 

(Stand) 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

 (8:45) CLOSING HYMN Abide, O Dearest Jesus  
LSB Hymnal 919, verses 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6 

Verse 1 
Abide, O dearest Jesus, 
    Among us with Your grace 
That Satan may not harm us 
    Nor we to sin give place. 
 
Verse 2 
Abide, O dear Redeemer, 
    Among us with Your Word, 
And thus now and hereafter 
    True peace and joy afford. 
 
Verse 3 
Abide with heav’nly brightness 
    Among us, precious Light; 
Your truth direct and keep us 
    From error’s gloomy night. 
 
Verse 5 
Abide with Your protection 
    Among us, Lord, our strength, 
Lest world and Satan fell us 
    And overcome at length. 
 
Verse 6 
Abide, O faithful Savior, 
    Among us with Your love; 
Grant steadfastness and help us 
    To reach our home above. 
 
Text: Public domain 

The Second 
Petition - Thy 
kingdom come. 

What does this 
mean? The 
kingdom of God 
certainly comes by 
itself without our 
prayer, but we 
pray in this 
petition that it 
may come to us 
also. 

 

How does God’s 
kingdom come? 
God’s kingdom 
comes when our 
heavenly Father 
gives us His Holy 
Spirit, so that by 
His grace we 
believe His holy 
Word and lead 
godly lives here in 
time and there in 
eternity. 
 
(From Luther’s 
Small Catechism) 
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 (5:30) CLOSING HYMN Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow  
LSB Hymnal 880 

Verse 1 
Now rest beneath night’s shadow 
The woodland, field, and meadow; 
    The world in slumber lies. 
But you, my heart, awaking 
And prayer and music making, 
    Let praise to your Creator rise. 
 
Verse 2 
The radiant sun has vanished, 
Its golden rays are banished 
    From dark’ning skies of night; 
But Christ, the Sun of gladness, 
Dispelling all our sadness, 
    Shines down on us in warmest light. 
 
Verse 3 
Now all the heav’nly splendor 
Breaks forth in starlight tender 
    From myriad worlds unknown; 
And we, this marvel seeing, 
Forget our selfish being 
    For joy of beauty not our own. 
 
Verse 4 
Lord Jesus, since You love me, 
Now spread Your wings above me 
    And shield me from alarm. 
Though Satan would devour me, 
Let angel guards sing o’er me: 
    This child of God shall meet no harm. 
 
Verse 5 
My loved ones, rest securely, 
For God this night will surely 
    From peril guard your heads. 
Sweet slumbers may He send you 
And bid His hosts attend you 
    And through the night watch o’er your beds. 
 
Text: Public domain 
 

BLESSING 
 

SILENT PRAYER AND POSTLUDE 
  

Unless noted 
otherwise, 
scripture passage 
came from the 
English Standard 
Version. 
Lutheran Service 
Builder 
HymnLicense.net 
# 10004192. 
 
Special thanks to 
our cantor, Karen 
Cassidy. 
 
Altar Flowers 
presented to the 
Glory of God in 
Loving Memory of 
Nancy Baer by 
Dennis Baer. 
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