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FIRST TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH   

1570 Niagara Falls Boulevard 

Tonawanda, New York 14150 

August 14-15, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

If you are a guest with us today, we are so glad you are here! We invite you to fill out a yellow card 

from the pew rack and put it in the offering plate during worship. You will find all of the words in the 

worship service projected at the front of the church or in this bulletin. 

If you have something you would like us to pray about this week, you can write it on the back of the 

yellow card. Our staff and prayer team will pray for the requests during the week. If you so choose, we 

will post your request online at our prayer wall as well. 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We believe God’s Word is the sole authority for this life. We are 

imperfect people loving imperfect people. Our prayer for you today is that you would connect to God 

and grow closer and closer to Him each day. 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Today we are celebrating summer music Sunday.  We give thanks to God for the many musical gifts 

of His people in this place and His whole Church.  

To participate in this service, just follow along in this service folder. Lutheran worship is specifically 

designed to include your participation. We are not here to be an audience; we are here to speak and 

sing the Word of God to each other. Parts marked  are spoken by the pastor or other worship 

leaders, and parts marked  are spoken by the congregation. Congregational parts are also printed in 

bold. It looks like this: 

 Spoken by a worship leader. 

 Spoken by the congregation. 

To help you understand the different parts of worship today, we’ve provided several side notes 

throughout the service folder. Read the notes to discover some of the meaning behind the words and 

parts of the service. You will find a deeper appreciation for the rich symbolism and spiritual meaning 

behind Lutheran worship.   

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I 

humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of 

my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the 

sake of His name. Amen. 
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PRELUDE The Festive Trumpet Tune | by David Germany | Mike VanDerPuy, Trumpet 

 

OPENING HYMN Lift High The Cross (verses 1-4, 6) HYMNAL 837 

Refrain (All) 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

 

Verse 1 (Women) 

Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod, 

Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. 

Refrain 

 

Verse 2 (Kantorei) 

Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. 

Refrain 

 

Verse 3 (Men) 

All newborn soldiers of the Crucified 

Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. 

Refrain 

Verse 4 (Kantorei) 

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. 

Refrain 

 

Verse 6 (All) 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory!  

Refrain 

Text (sts. ref–6): © 1974 Hope Publishing Co.; (sts. ref-s–5s): © 1991 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004192 

 

INVOCATION 

Please stand. 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.

CONFESSION 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

 But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. (silence for personal confession) 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

 Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

 

ABSOLUTION 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 

forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become 

the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this 

good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Amen.  

Invocation comes from 

the Latin, "to call 

upon." Used at the 

beginning of the 

service, it serves as a 

reminder of Baptism 

as we begin in the 

name of the Trinity: 

Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. The Trinity is 

often represented with 

interlocking circles as 

shown above. 
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Please be seated. 

HYMN OF PRAISE  This is the Feast with Handbells  HYMNAL 155 

Refrain 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Verse 1 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
(refrain) 

 
Verse 2 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,  

and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
(refrain) 
 

Verses 3-4 

Sing with all the people of God,  

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might  

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
(refrain) 

 
Verse 5 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His 

reign. Alleluia. 
(refrain) 

 

PRAYER 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

 Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to be the 

way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow His steps in the way that leads to life 

eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:31-34  

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on 

the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that 

they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will 

make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law within 

them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ 

for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will 

forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT  1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

 God speaks to us through the New Testament: 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 

deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 

homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will 

inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were 

sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
  

We hear from God 

through His Word, the 

Bible, during worship. 

Traditionally, three 

readings would be 

used. One from the 

Old Testament, an 

“epistle” (that means 

“letter”) from the New 

Testament, and a 

reading from one of 

the four Gospels: 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, 

or John. 

We sing praise to God 

for the forgiveness of 

sins we just received 

in the absolution. 

“This is the Feast” is 

based on Revelation 

5:12-13 and 19:5-9. 
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Please stand. 

GOSPEL  Matthew 19:1-12 

 God speaks to us through the Gospel of Matthew 19:1-12. 

 Glory to You, O Lord. 

 Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from Galilee and entered the region 

of Judea beyond the Jordan. And large crowds followed him, and he healed them there. And 

Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one’s wife for any 

cause?” He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made 

them male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 

hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two but one flesh. 

What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” They said to him, “Why then 

did Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her away?” He said to 

them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from 

the beginning it was not so. And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 

immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.” The disciples said to him, “If such is the 

case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry.” But he said to them, “Not everyone can 

receive this saying, but only those to whom it is given. For there are eunuchs who have been so 

from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs 

who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is 

able to receive this receive it.” 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

(8:45) CHILDREN’S MESSAGE     Sue Steege. Director of Transformation Ministry 

Children in grades 5 and younger are invited forward for the Children’s message. 

 

MESSAGE HYMN We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God HYMNAL 941 

Verse 1 

We praise You and acknowledge You, 

O God, to be the Lord, 

The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored. 

    To You all angel powers cry aloud, 

the heavens sing, 

The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring: 

“O holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!” 

 
Verse 2 

The band of the apostles in glory sing Your praise; 

The fellowship of prophets their deathless voices raise. 

    The martyrs of Your kingdom,  

a great and noble throng, 

    Sing with the holy Church  

throughout all the world this song: 

“O all-majestic Father, Your true and only Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Comforter—forever Three in One!” 

Verse 3 

You, Christ, are King of glory, the everlasting Son, 

Yet You, with boundless love,  

sought to rescue ev’ryone: 

    You laid aside Your glory, 

were born of virgin’s womb, 

    Were crucified for us and were placed into a tomb; 

Then by Your resurrection You won for us reprieve— 

You opened heaven’s kingdom to all who would believe. 

 
Verse 4 

You sit in splendid glory, enthroned at God’s right hand, 

Upholding earth and heaven by forces You command. 

    We know that You will come as our Judge 

that final day, 

    So help Your servants You have redeemed by blood, 

we pray; 

May we with saints be numbered where praises never end, 

In glory everlasting. Amen, O Lord, amen! 

 

  

Children are included 

in the worship service 

through a special 

message just for them.  

This hymn is an 

updated version of one 

of the oldest Christian 

hymns in existence: 

the Te Deum—“We 

praise Thee, O God” 

in Latin. It dates back 

to the AD 300s and 

draws inspiration 

from numerous books, 

especially from the 

Psalms, the Gospels, 

Hebrews, and 

Revelation. 

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004192 
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MESSAGE     Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited Jr.  

How Do We Live in the Messiness of Life?  

 
Please stand. 

NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 

and invisible.  

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and 

was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING INVITATION  

Give at FTGives.com or text "Give" to 716-710-8800. Cash and checks may be placed in the offering plates. 
 

OFFERING ANTHEM I am with You | by Craig Courtney | Kantorei and String Ensemble  

I, the Lord your God, am mighty to save. 

I will take great delight in you.  

I will quiet you with my love. 

I will rejoice over you with singing. 

 I, the Lord your God, I am with you. 

(8:45) BLESSING 

 

  

The offering is a time 

to worship God with 

our gifts. We believe 

that all we have comes 

from God, and He asks 

us to be faithful 

managers for Him. We 

return but a portion of 

what He has already 

given us. 

Today’s offering 

anthem is based on 

Zephaniah 3:17. It 

tells how God takes 

delight in us, quiets us 

with His love, and 

rejoices over us with 

singing. 

A creed is a statement 

of what we believe, 

teach, and confess. We 

regularly use the 

Nicene Creed on 

Communion Sundays. 

The Apostles’ Creed is 

used on non-

Communion weeks and 

for Baptisms. 

Jesus gave us this 

prayer in Matthew 

6:9-13. 



 

Please stand. 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

 It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so 

freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 

shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on 

Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 

from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 

and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and singing: 

 

SANCTUS HYMNAL 208 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, He gave thanks, broke 

it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take; eat; this is My Body, which is given for you. Do 

this in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you; this is My blood of the new covenant, which is poured 

out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

 

THE INVITATION 

We welcome to the Lord’s Table baptized believers who confess their sins, affirm their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 

and who accept that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in Holy Communion, given for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

AGNUS DEI  HYMNAL 163 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

  

Jesus instituted this 

special meal for the 

forgiveness of our 

sins. The words of 

institution are found 

in Matthew 26:26-28 

and 1 Corinthians 

11:23-26. 

“Agnus Dei” means 

“Lamb of God” in 

Latin. 
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Please be seated. 

COMMUNION ANTHEM Sinfonia from Bach’s Cantata 196  | String Ensemble  

 

COMMUNION HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past HYMNAL 733 

Verse 1 

O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 

    And our eternal home: 

 

Verse 2 

Under the shadow of Thy throne 

    Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 

    And our defense is sure. 

 

Verse 3 

Before the hills in order stood 

    Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting Thou art God, 

    To endless years the same. 

Verse 4 

A thousand ages in Thy sight 

    Are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night 

    Before the rising sun. 

 

Verse 5 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

Verse 6 

O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 

 

Text: Public domain 

 

Please stand. 

BLESSING 

 Let us bless the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

THE DOXOLOGY HYMNAL 805 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, son, and Holy Ghost. 

    Amen. 

 
Text: Public Domain 
 

POSTLUDE The Rejoicing | by Charles Callahan 

This 25-word verse is 

one of the most 

universally known 

Christian hymns. It is 

simple, yet profound, 

confessing the Triune 

God. Written by 

Thomas Ken, it dates 

back to the late 1600s. 

Der Herr denket an 

uns (The Lord cares 

for us), BWV 196, is a 

cantata by Johann 

Sebastian Bach. The 

text is a passage from 

Psalm 115, assuring 

us of God's blessing. 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. Lutheran Service Builder 

HymnLicense.net # 10004192. 

 

Special thanks to our many talented musicians, particularly our Organist/Choir Director, David Werth. 

 

Altar Flowers presented to the Glory of God in Loving Memory of Cynthia Innes Olson. 


